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WEB-ENABLBD VALUE BEARING ITEM PRIOT 

FffiLD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to secxire printing of value-bearing items (VBI) preferably, 
postage. More specifically, the invention relates to a web-enabled graphical user interface (GUI) 
for printing of VBI in a computer network environment 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A significant percentage of Ihe United States Postal Service (USPS) revenue is from 
metered postage. Metered postage is generated by utilizing postage meters that print a special 
maik, also known as postal indicia, on mail pieces. Generally, printing postage and any VBI can 
be earned out by using niechanical meters or computerrbased systems. 

Wiih respect to computer-based postage processing systems, the USPS under the 
Information-Based Indicia Program QBTP) has pubU^ed specifications for IBIP postage meters 
that identify a special purpose hardware device, known as a Postal Security Device (PSD) that 
is generally located at a user's site. The PSD, in conjunction with the user's personal computer 
and printer, functions as the IBIP postage meter. The USPS has published a number of 
documents describing the jPSD specifications, the indicia specifications and other related and 
relevant information. There are also security standards for printing other types of VBI, such as 
coupom, tickets, gift certificates, currency, money orders, vouchee 

A significant drawback.of existing hardware-based systems is that a new PSD must be 
locally provided to each new user, yMch involves significant cost Furthermore, if the additional 
PSD breaks down, seryice calls must be made to the user locatioiL In light of the drawbacks in 
hardware-based postagemetermg systems, asoftware-based systein has bem developed that does 
not require specialized hardware for each user. The software^based systCTi meets the IBIP 
specifications for aPSD, using a centralized server-based implementation Of PSDs utilizing one 
or more cryptographic modules. The system also includes a database for all users' information. 
The software-based system, however, has brought about new challenges. 

The software-based system should be able to handle secnm c nrnmiini cfltinngs betw^fln nser^ 
and the database. The system should also be user friendly and be able to provide tiie user with 
a step-by-step process for installing the client software, registrang witii tiie system, printing the 
postage value, maintaining and monitoring the user account information, and the like. 

Therefore, tiiere is a need for a liew method and apparatus for implementation of VBI 
printing via a web-enabled user fiiendly GUI with a variety of selectable options. 
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SUMMARY OF THE IhfVENTION 

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention, a web-enabled VBI printing 
system that includes one or more cryptographic modules and a central database hBS been 
designed. The cryptographic modulies serve the function of flie PSDs and are capable of 
implementing a variety of required security standards. A HTML integrated client system 
provides a user friendly GUI for facilitating the interface of the user to the system. The GUI 
system includes wizards that help the user step-by-step with processes of installation, registration, 
and printing 

In one aspect, the invention desoribes a web-enabled system forprinting a VBI comprising 
a web-enable client subsystem for interfecing with a user. The integrated client system 
comprises a graphical user interface (GUI) for installing software for printing the VBI; a GUI for 
registering the user in the systCTOi; and a GUI for managmg the printing of the VBI. The system 
also includes a server subsystem enable of coinmunicating with the client subsystem over the 
Internet for authorizing the climt subsystem to print the VBI. 

Other features of the present invention include a browser-based ^ 
v^dierein the user information entered in the client system can be uploaded to the on-line shipping 
system. A browser-based GUI for shipping tools for fecilitating shipping of packages; and a 
browser-based GUI for business tools are also provided in some embodiments of the present 
invention. 

In another aspect, tiie invmtion describes a mefliod for printing a VBI over the Internet 
including a web-enabled client system and a server system. The method comprising the steps of : 
displaying a first GUI by the client system for re^stering a user, establishing communication 
with the server via the Internet; entering us^ infommtion in the first GUI ; and conmiunicating 
the enteaned user information to the server. 

It is to be understood tbat the present invention is usefid for printing not only postage, but 
any VBIs, such as coupons, tickets, gift certificates, currency, voucher and the like. 

BMEF DESCRlFnON OF THE DRAWINGS 

The objects, advantages and features of this invention will become more sqpparent from 
a consideration of the following detailed description and the drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is an exemplary block diagram for flie client/server architecture of one embodiment 
of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is an exemplary block dii^ram of aremote user computer coimected to a server, via 
Internet according to one raabodiment of the present inventioi^ 

FIG. 3 is an exemplary flow diagram of an installation wizard; 
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FIG. 4 is an exemplaiy block digram of servers, databases, and services according to one 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGs. 5 A-5B are exemplary interfaces for application plugins; 

FIGs. 6A-6E are exemplary interfaces for Internet connection optioris; 

FIGs. 7A-7C are exemplaiy process flov^f diagrains for a getting started 

FIG. 7D is an exemplary dialog box for allowing a user to cancel a getting started wizard; 

FIGs. 8 A-8B are exemplary interfaces for registration; 

FIGs. 9A-9N are exemplary interfaces for registration and receiving user information; 
FIG lOA is an exemplary process flow diagram for a registration wizard; 
FIGs. 1 0B-! OO are exemplary interfacesf for a registration wizard; 
FIGs. 1 1 A-1 IB are exraiplary process flow diagrams for a print wizard; 
HGs. 1 lC-1 IL are exemplary interfaces for a printiiig vvizard; 
FIG. 12A is an exemplary process flow diagram for a re-registradon process; 
FIGs. 12B-12D are exemplary inter&ces for a re-registratioii wizard; 
FIGs. 13A-13N are exemplary interfaces for a print wizard; 
FlGs. 14A-14B are exemplary diagrains showing an indiciuih printed on an envelop; 
FIGs. 15A-1 5B are exemplary diagrams of an envelop with and without a graphic paced 
in the area to the left of the retum address, respectively; 

FIG. 1 SC is an exemplary interface for an envelop printing option; 
FIGs. 16A-16B are exemplary interfaces for addition of an address book; 
FIGs. 17A-17G are exemplary interfaces for messages; 
FIG. 18 is an exemplary interface for a main menu; 

HG. 19A is an exemplary process flow diagram for a change of address process; 

FIGs. 1 9B- 1 91 are exemplary interfaces for change of address; 

FIGs. 20A-20C are exemplary interfaces for change payment inethod; 

FIGs. 21 A-21D are exerhplary interfaces for change service plaii; 

no. 21E is an exmplary interface for change e-nMil inforination; 

FIGs. 22A-22B are exemplary interfeces for password entry & verification; 

FIG. 23 is an exemplary interfece for a meter withdrawal; 

FIG. 24 is an exemplary process flow diagram for a registration wizard; 

HGs. 25A-25C are exemplary interfaces for setting up a digital scale; 

FIG. 26 is an exemplary process flow for accessing a function or web page by an off-line 

user, 

nG.27 is an exemplary process flow for accessing a function or web page by an on-line 

user; 

FIG. 28 is an exemplary int^&ce for Shipping Took; 
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HG. 29 is an «emplary interface for Business Tools; 
FIG. 30 is an exemplary interfece for Special Services; and 
HGs. 31 AO IG are exernplary interfaces for address overriding. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION . 

An exemplary on-line postage system is described in U.S. patent Application No. 
09/163,993 filed September 15, 1998, the entire content of which is hereby incorporated by 
reference herein. The online postage system includes an anthentication protocol that opeia^ 
in conjunction with &e USPS. The system utilizes on-line postage systeni software comprising 
user code that resides on a client system and controller code that resides on a server sy stein. The 
on-line postage system allows a user to print apostal indicium at home, at the ofBce, or any other . 
desired place in a secure, convenient, inexpensive and firaud-free manner. The system comprises 
a user system electronically connected to a server system, which in turn is in cominunicati on witti 
aUSPS system. - 

Each of the cryptographic modules may be available for use by any user. When a user 
requests a PSD service, one of the available modules is loaded with data belonging to the user's 
account and iho transaction is performed. When a module is loaded with a user's data ,that 
module becomes the user's PSD. The database record containing each user's PSD data is 
referred to as the TSD package". After each PSD transaction is completed, tbe user's PSD 
package is updated and returned to a database ext^nal to the module. The database becomes an 
extension of the module's memory and stores not only the items specified by the IBIP for storage 
inside flie PSD, but also the user's personal CTyptographic keys and othar security relevant data 
items (SRDI) and status information needed for operating continuity. Movement of this sensitive^^^ 
data between the modules and the database is secured to ensure that PSD pack£^es could not be 
compromised. 

In one embodiment, the server system is remotely located in a separate location fix>m the 
client system. All communications between the client and the server are pref^ably accomplished 
via the Intemet FIG, 1 illustrates aremote client system 220a connected to a seryer system 102 
via the Intemet 221 . The client system includes a processor unit 223, a monitor 230, printer port 
106,amouse225,aprinter235,andakeyboard224. Server system 102 includes Postage servers 
109, Database 130, and cryptographic modules 110. 

An increase in the number of servers within the server system 102 will not negatively 
impact the performance of the system, since the system design allows for scalability. The Seryer 
system 102 is designed in such a way that all of the business transactions are processed in the 
server and not in iht database. By locating the transaction processing in the servers, increases 
in the number of transactions can be easily handled by adding additional servers. Also, each 
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transaction processed in the servers is stateless, meaning the appUcation does not remember the 
specific hardware device the last transaction utilized. Because of this stateless transaction desijgn, 
multiple servers can be added to each appropriate subsystem in order to handle increased loads. 

Furthermore, each cryptographic niodule is a stateless device, meaning that a PSD package 
can be passed to any device because the application does not rely upon any information about 
what occurred with thie previous PSD package. Therefore, multiple cryptogr£5)hic modules can 
also be added to each appropriate subsystem in order to handle increased loads. A PSD package 
for each cryptogmphic module is a database record, stored in the server database, that includes 
information pertaining to one customer's service that would normally be protected inside a 
cryptographic module. The PSD package includes all data needed to restore &e PSD to its last 
known state when it is next loaded into a cryptographic ihodule. This includes the itenis that the 
DBIP specifications require to be stored inside the PSD, information required to return the PSD 
to a valid state when the record is reloaded fix>m the (ktabase, and data needed for record security 
and administrative purposes. 

In one embodiment, the items included in a PSD package include ascending and 
descending registers (the ascending register AR*' records the amount of postage ^t is dispensed 
or printed on each transaction and the descending regist^ *T)R'' records the value or amount of 
postage that may be disp^ised and decreases from an original or charged amoxmt as postage is 
printed.), device ID, indicia key certificate serial number, licensing ZIP code, key idkcsn for the 
indicia signing key, the user secrets, key for encrypting user secrets, data and time of last 
transaction, the last challenge received fiom the client, the operational state of the PSD, 
expiration dates for keys, the passphrase repetition list and the like. 

As a result, the need for specific PSDs being attached to specific cryptographic modules^ 
is eliminated. A Postal Server subsystem provides cryptographic module management services 
that allow multiple cryptographic modules to exist and Amotion on one server, so additional 
cryptographic modxiles can easily be installed on a server. The Postal Sever subsystem is easy 
to scale by adding more cryptographic modules and using commonly known Internet loadr 
balancing techniques to route inbound requests to the new cryptographic modules. 

Referring back to FIG. 1, Postage servers 109 provide indicia creation, accoiint 
maintenance, and revenue protection functionality for the on-line postage syst^n. The Postage 
servers 1 09 include several physical servers in several distinct logical groupings, or services as 
described below. The individual servers could be located within one facility, or in several 
&cilities, physically separated by great distance but connected by secm-e coirmiunication links. 

Cryptographic modules 1 1 0 are responsible for creating PSDs and nianipulating PSD data 
to protect sensitive information firom disclosure, generating the cryptographic components of the 
digital indicia, and securely adjusting the user registers. When a user wishes to print VBI , for 
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example, postage or purchase additional VBI or postage value, a user state is instantiated in the 
PSD implemented wifliin one of the cryptographic modules 110. Database 1 1 1 includes all the 
data accessible on-line for indicia creation, account maintenance, and revenue protection 
processes. Postage servers 109, Datatese 130, and cryptographic naddules 1 10 are maintained 
in a physicaDy secured environment, such as a yaiilt 

FIG. 2 shows a simplified system block diagram of a typical Internet client/server 
environment used by an on-line postage system in one embodiment of flhe present invention. PCs 
220a-22(hi used by the postage purchasers are connected to the Internet 221 through the 
Gonununication links 233a-233n. Each PC has access to one or more printers 235. Optionally, 
as is well understood in the art, a local network 234 may serve as the connection between some 
ofthePCs, suchasthePC220aandtheInteniet221or o&€a:connectioM^ Severs 222a-222m 
are also connected to the Intemet 221 through respective communication links. Servers 222a- 
222m iiicludeinforniation and databases accessible by PCs 220a-2 The on-^line VBI system 
of tibte present inver^on resides on one or more of Servers 222a-222m. 

In this embodiment, each client system 220a-220m includes a CPU 223, a keyboard 224, 
a mouse 225, a mass storage device 231, main computer memory 227, video memory 228, a 
communication interface 232a, and an input/output device 226 coupled and interacting via a 
conmiunicationbus. Thedataandiniagestobedisplayedonthemorutor230aretraiisferre^ 
from the video memory 228 to the video amplifier 229 and then to the monitor 230. The 
communication inter&ce 232a conmiunicates with the servers 222a-222m via a network link 
233a. The network link corinects the client system to a local netwodc 234- The local network 
234 communicates with the Intemet 221. 

In one embodiment, a customer, preferably licensed by the USPS and registered with an 
IBIP vendor (such as Stamps.com), sends a request for authorization to print a desired amount 
of VBI, such as postage. The server system verifies that tiie user's accouiit holds sufiScient fimds 
to cover the requested amount of postajge, and if so, grants &e request. The server then sends 
authcmzation to tide client system. The client system then sends im^e information for printing 
of a postal indicium for the granted amount to a printer so that the postal indicium is printed on 
an envelope or label. 

When a client system sends a VBI print request to the Server, the request needs to be 
authenticated before the client system is allowed to print the VBI, and while the VBI is being 
printed. The client system sends a password (or passphrase) entered by a user to the Server for 
verification. If the password fails, a preferably asynchronous dynamic password verification 
method terminates the session and printing of the VBI is aborted. Also, tiie Server system 
conmiunicates with a system located at acertification authority for verification and authentication 
purposes. 
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In one embodimmt, tbe information processing components of the on-line postage system 
include a client system, apostage server system located in a highly secure facility, alJSPS system 
and the Internet as the communication medium among those systen:is. The information 
processing eqmpment coixununicates over a secured communication line. 

Preferably, the security and authenticity of the information communicated among the 
systems are accomplished on a software level through the built-in features of a Secured Socket 
Layer (SSL) Internet communication protocol. An encryption hardware module embedded in the 
server system is also iised to secure information as it is processed by the secure system and to 
ensure authenticity and legitimacy of requests made and granted. 

The on-line VBI system does not requirc any special purpose hardware for &e client 
system. The client system is implemented in the form of software that caii be executed on a user 
computer (client system) allowing the user computer to function as a virtual VBI meter. The 
software can only be executed for the purpose of printing the VBI indicia whien the user computer 
is in communicaticm witii a server compute located, for example, at a VBI meter vendor's 
facility (server system). The server system is capable of conmiunicating with one or more client 
systems simultaneously. 

In one embodiment ofthe present inventioti, the ciyptographic modules llOareFIPS 140^ 
1 certified hardvme cards that include firmware to implement PSD functionality in a 
cryptographically secure way. The cryptogr^hic modules are inserted into any of tibe servers in 
the Postal Server Infirastructure. The cryptographic modules are responsible for creating PSDs 
znd manipulating PSD data to generate and verify digitally signed indicia. Since the PSD data 
is created and signed by a private key known only to the module, the PSD data may be stored 
exteniaUy to the cryptographic modiiles without comproriusing security. 

The onrline VBI system is based on a cUent/server architecture. Generally, in a system 
based on client/server architecture the server system delivers information to the client system. 
That is, the cliwit system requests the services of a generally larger computer. In one 
embodiment, the client is a local personal computer and the server is a more powerful groiQ> of 
computers tiiat house the information. The connection fi-om the client to the seryer is made via 
a Local Area Network, a phone line or a TCP/IP based WAN on the Internet A primary reason 
to set lip a client/server network is to allow many clients access to the same ^plications and files 
stored on the server system. 

In one embodiment. Postage servers 109 include a string of servers connected to the 
Internet, for example, through a Tl line, protected by a firewall. The firewall permits a clierit 
system to conimunicate with a server system, only if the information packet transmitted by the 
client system complies with a security policy set by the server systenL The firewall not only 
protects the system firom unauthorized us^ on the Internet, it also separates the Public Network 
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CPUBNEI) from the Private Netwoik(PRVNE^^ This ensures that packets ftom the Internet 
will not go to any location but the PUBNET. the string of servers form the different subsystems 
of the on-line postal system. The services provided by the different subsystems of the on-line 
postage system are designed to allow flexibility and expansion and reduce specific hardware 
dependancy. 

The Database subsystem is comprised of multiple databases. FIG. 4 illustmtes an 
overview of the on-line VBI system which includes the database subsystems. Database 411 
includes the AfBliate DBMS and the Source IDs DBMS. The AfGliate DBMS manages afGliate 
infomoation (e.g., iafSliate's name, phone number, and afBliate's website information) that is 
stored on the AfBliate Database. Using the data from this database, marketing and business 
rq;K>its are generated. The Source IDs Database contains information about the incoming links 
to the vendor's website (e.g., partners' information, what services the vendor offers, "what 
mariceting program is associated with the incoming link^, and co-branding information)^ Using 
tiie data fiom this database, marketing and business reports are generated. 

The Online Store Database 412 contains commerce product information, working orders, 
billing information, password reset table, and other marketing related information. Website 
database 410 keeps track of user accesses to ihe vendor website. This database keeps track of 
us^ ^o access the vendor website, users who are downloading information and programs, and 
the links from which users access Ihe vendor website. After storing these data on the website 
Database 410, software tools are used to generate the following infomxation: 

Web Site Status 

Web Site Reports 

• Form Results 

• Download Successes 

• Signup, Downloads, and Demographic Graphs 

• Web Server Statistics (Analog) 

^ . Web Server Statistics (Web Analyzer) 

OfQine database 409 manages the VBI (e.g., postal) data except meter information, postal 
transactions data, financial transactions data (e.g., credit card purchases, fi^ee postage issued, bill 
credits, and bill debits), customer marketing infomiation, commerce product information, meter 
license urformation, meter resets, meter history, and meter movement infomation. Consolidation 
Server 413 acts as a repository for data, centralizing data for easy transportation outside the vault 
400. The Consolidation Server hosts both file and database services, allowing hoUx dumps of 
activity logs and reports as well as a consolidation point for all database data. The OfQine 
Reporting Bigine MiheShare Server 415 performs extraction transformation fix)m the holding 
database that received transaction data fix)m the Consolidated Database (Commerce database 406, 
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Membership database 408, and Postal Database 407). Also, the Offline Reporting Engine 
MineShare Server handles some administrative tasks. Transaction data in the holding database 
contains the transaction infonnation about meter licensing information, meter reset informatipn, 
postage purchase transactions, and. credit card transactions. After performing extraction 
transforaiadon, business logic data are stored on OfEline Database 409. Transaction reports are 
generated using the data on the OflOine Database. Transaction reports contain marketing and 
business infonnation. 

The Data Warehouse database 414 includes all customer information, financial 
transactions, and aggregated information for marketing queries (e,g., how many customer3 have 
purchased postage). In one embodiment, commerce Database 406 includes aPaymentDatabase, 
an E-mail Database, and a Stamp Mart Database. The E-mail DBMS manages access to tiie 
contents of e-riiail that were sent out to everyone by vendor servers. The Stanq) Mart database 
handles order form processing. The E-commerce Server 404 provides e-commerte related 
services on a userZgroiq> permission basis. It provides commerce-related services such as 
payment processing, pricing plan support and billing as well as customer care functionality and 
LDAP membership personalization services. A Credit Card Service is invoked by the E- 
commerce Server 404 to authorize and capture funds from the customer's credit card account and 
to transfer them to the vendor's merchant bank. A Billing Service is used to provide bills through 
e-mail to customers based on selected billing plans An ACH service runs automatically at a 
configurable time. It retrieves all pending ACH requests and batches them to be sent to bank for 
postage purchases (i.e. money destined for the USPS), or Chase for fee payments which is 
destined for the vendor account 

The E-commerce DBMS 406 manages access to the vendor specific Payment, Credit Card, 
and Email Databases. A Membership DBMS manages access to the LDAP membershq) directory 
database 408 tihiat hosts specific customer information and customer membership df^ tR. A Postal 
DBMS manages access to the Postal Database 407 where USPS specific data such as meter and 
licensing information are stored. A Postal Server 401 provides secure services to the Client, 
including client authentication, postage purchase, and indicia generation. The Postal Server 
requires cryptographic modules to perform all functions that involve client authentication, 
postage purchase, and indicia generation. 

Postal Transaction Server 403 provides business logic for postal functions such as device 
authorization andpostagepurchase/regist^manipulatioa The Postal Transaction Server requires 
the cryptographic modules to perform all functions. There are four Client Support Servers. 
Address Matching Server (AMS) 417 verifies the correct address specified by a user. When the 
user enters a delivery address or a return address using the client software, the user does not need 
the address matching database on the user's local machine to verify the accuracy of the address. 



wo 02/07104 



PCT/USOl/22191 



The Cliesit software connects to the vendor's server and uses the central address database 
obtained firqni the USPS to verify the accuracy of fee address. 

When a user chooses to validate address information from an address book, AMS converts 
different address formats into a format that is acceptable by the USPS Address Matching 
Database. Alternatively, the user may enter (type) an address. If the address entered or chosen 
by the user cannot be succiessfully validated, the USPS Address Matching Database returns a 
valid dty, state, and ZIP infoimation. Instead of rejecting the incorrect addresses, AMS provides 
the user with an option to override the incorrect address by concatenating the validated city, state, 
and ZIP information and the original street information- Also, AMS returns the override address 
in the address book fonhat that can be easily stored in the respective address book. 

The Client Support Servers 417 provides the follovving services: a Pricing Plan service, 
an Auto Update service, and a Printer Config s^vice. The Pricing Plan Service provides 
information on pricing plans and payment metiiods available to the user. It also provides what 
credit' cards are siq>ported and whether ACH is supported. This infonxiation is represented 
preferably using a plain text format The Auto Update Service verifies vsdietfaer the uis^ is 
running the latest Client Software. If there is newer Client Software, the Auto Update Server 
downloads the new patches to the user computer. The Client Support Database has tables for the 
client software update information. This information is represented using a plain text format 
Before the user tries to print postage, the user sends his or her printer driver information over the 
Internet in plain text A Printer Config Service looks up the printer driver information in the 
Printer Driver Database to determine whether the printer driver is supported or not When the 
user tries to configure the printer, the user prints a test envelope to test vy^iether the postage . 
printing is working properly or not This test envelope information is sent over the Internet in 
plain text and is stored in the Client Siq>port Database. 

MeterGen server 422 makes calls into the cryptographic module to create sufGcient meters 
to ensure that the vendor can meet customer acquisition demands. SMTP Server 418 
communicates with other SMTP servers, and it is used to forward e-mail to users. Gatekeeper 
Server works as a proxy server by handling the security and authentication validation for the 
smart card users to access customer and adiiiiiustration infonnation that reside in the vault The 
Proxy Server 423 uses the Netscape™ Enterprise SSL library to provide a secure connection to 
the vault 400. Audit File Server 419 acts as a repository for module transaction logs. The Audit 
File Server verifies the audit logs that are digitally signed. The audit logs are verified in real time 
as they are being created. Postal Server writes audit logs to a shared hard drive on the Audit File 
Server. After these logs are verified, the Audit File Server preferably moves them from the 
shared hard drive to a hard drive that is not shared by any of the vendor servm. 
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Provider Server provides reporting and external communication functionality including 
the following services. CMLS Service forwards license applications and it processes responses 
from CMLS. The CMLS Service uses cryptographic functions provided by the Stamps.com 
Crypt library to decrypt the user's SSN/Tax ID/Employee ID. CMRS Service reports meter 
movement and resetting to the USP S Computerized Meter Resetting infrastructure. ACH Service 
is responsible for submitting ACH postage purchase requests to the USPS lockbox account at the 
bank. The CMLS Service uses cryptographic functions to decrypt the user's ACH account 
number. After decrypting ACH account information, the ACH is encrypted using the vendor's 
script library. Then, the encrypted ACH file is e-mailed to the Commerce Group by the SMTP 
server. When the Commerce Group receives this encrypted e-mail, the vendor's Decrypt utility 
application is used to decrypt the ACH e-mail. After verifying the ACH mformation, flie 
Commerce Group sends the ACH information through an encrypted device first and then uses 
a modem to iqpload the ACH information to a proper bank. The Certificate Authority issues 
certificates for aU IBIP meters. The certificates are basically used to provide authrafication for 
indicia produced by their respective meters. 

The following are the steps describing the certificate authorization process: 

• MeterGen asks tiie module to create a meter package, 

• The module returns a package and the meter's public key, 

• MeterGen creates a certificate request with the public key, signs &e request with a USPS-, 
issued srnartcar4 and subimts the request to the USPS Certi^ 

• llie Certificate Authority verifies the request came firom the vendor then, it creates a ne^ 
certificate and returns it to MeterGen, 

MeterGen verifies the certificate using the USPS Certificate Authority's certificate (e.g., 
to ensure it wasn't forged) and stores the certificate information in the package. The 
ipackage is now ready to be associated with a customer. 

The Postal Server subsystem 401 manages client and remote administration access to 
server functionality, authenticates clients and allows clients to establish a secure cormection to 
the on-line postage system. The Postal Server subsystem also manages access to USPS specific 
data such as PSD information and a user's license information. The Postal Server subsystem 
queries the Postal portion of the Database subsystem for the necessary information to complete 
the task. The query travels through the firewall to the Postal portion of the Database siibsystem. 
The Postal ServCT subsystem is the subsystem in the Public Network that has access to the 
Database subsystem. 

In one embodiment of the present invention. Postal Server 401 is a standalone server 
process that provides secure coimections to both the clients and'flie serv^ administration xitilities, 
providing both client authentication and connection management functionality to tiie system. 
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Postal Server 401 also houses postaI*specific services that require high levels of security, such 
as purchasing postage or printing indicia. Postal Server 401 is comprised of at least one Server, 
and the number of servers increases when more clients need to be authenticated, are purchasing 
postage or are printing postage indicia. 

. The growth in tlye number of servers of the Postal Server will not impact the performance 
of the system since the systein design allows for scalability. The Postal Server is designed in 
suchaway that aU of the business logic is processed in the servers and not in the dat^^ By 
locating the transaction processing in the servers, increases in the number of transactions can be 
easily handled by adding additional servers. Also, since each transaction is stateless (tiie 
plication does not r^ember the specific hardware device the last transaction utilized), 
multiple machines can be added to each subsystem in order to handle increased loads. In one 
einbodiment, load balancing hardware and sofiware techniques are used to distribute trafGc 
among the multiple servers. 

The client software mcludes GUI and wizards for software installatibn, us&r registration, 
printing of VBI, account information access, payment, and the like. An installation wizard helps 
the user to install the client software. FIG. 3 is an exemplary flow for the installation routine. 
In blocks 301-305, the user agrees to the sojEtware license agreement and selects a destination 
directory and folder for the installation software. In blocks 306-307, ib& user selects the 
f^propriate ISP and connects to Internet Links to other application software and address book 
are installed in blocks 308 and 309, respectively. Any desired plugin software is downloaded and 
installed in blocks 312 and 315. In block 311, the program files are installed and in block 314 
the Readme is installed and the user computer is re-booted. The install wizard siq)ports an Auto 
Update before the software is installed. Specifically, tiie install wizard checks the server for a 
newer version of the client software before installing the software. If a newer version is 
available, then the install wizard notifies the user that a newer version is available on the server, 
and prompts the user whether or not the file is downloaded. If a newer version is not available, 
then the install wizard proceeds. 

The install routine supports Ae installation of third party applications, including MS 
Word™, and Word Perfect™. The plugins for these applications are preferably included in the 
download file. The install wizard preferably prompts the users which of these, if any, they would 
like to install. An exemplary interface is shown in FIG. 5 A. Address book plugins help the user 
select an appropriate plugin to support the fimction of an address book. The Install Address 
Book plugins are not part of the standard download file in the preferred embodiment Rather, 
each plugin is its own file that resides on the webi The install wizard preferably prompts the user 
which, if any of the plugins is installed. If multiple selections are made, the user is prompted for 
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a default address book. The intCTface for this function is shoAvn in FIG. SB. This list is dynamic 
so that the address book pli^ins can be added or subtracted without requiring a full client update. 

The installation routine also supports OHvI branding. Specifically, the install wizard is 
such that the elements described in OEM branding are stored in a resource file, so that the install 
routine itself preferably does not need to be changed - rather the resource file is changed. The 
installation routine or the Getting Started wizard also supports the OEM branding requirements. 
SpecificaUy^ a coolde is read and its contents are uploaded to the server. 

FIGs 6A-6E are exemplary interfaces for the Internet coniiections. As shown in FIG. 6A, . 
once tiie '1 connect with my mod^..." radio button is selected, flie ''Click here to confirm 
settings text" and "Settings. . button become available. When "I connectusing AOL" is chosen, 
then an additional wizard screen is seen by the user as shown in FIG. 6B. If **I connect using 
CompuServe" is chosen, an additional wizard screen is seen by the usdr as shown in FIG. 6B. 

When the user first attempts to log in, and a connection caimot be established, an error 
message appears based upon which coimectionmethod the user has chosen. In one embodiment, 
if the user chose to connect by a local area network, the error message shown in FIG. 6C appears, 
if the user chose to connect by a dial up networking connection, the eiior.message shown in FIG. 
6D appears, if the user chose to connect using AOL, the error message shown in FIG. 6E 
ai^>ears. 

Before a user can begin to print postage, a number of tasks are preferably first completed. 
These steps are combined iatp a wizard that launches after the customer installs the client software. The 
prefen^ goal is to provide a single, streamlined interface that removes any interruptions once the user 
completes the wizard. The overall flow of the user experience in getting started with the software is 
shown in FIG. 7 A. In oiie embodiment, the Getting Started vsdzard includes five main 
components, a Welcome component is responsible for welcoming the user (customer), and 
determining whether or not the user shoxild proceed through the complete Getting Started vsdzard 
at this time. A Sign up for Service group of screens leads the customer through signing up for 
a service plaxi. A Registration wizard group of screens handles the meter license application, and 
can also be accessed through the client application through the Options screen. A Print Setup 
groiQ) of screens take the user through printer verification and printing a quality assurance (Q A) 
envelope. This component of the Getting Started wizard includes several independent wizards 
which can be accessed through the client software. The Finish portion of title Getting Started 
wizard congratulates the user and launches the client software. Preferably, the Getting Started 
vsdzard is comprised of multiple components to faciUtate their reuse as individual wizards within 
the client software. 

Typically, the volume of screens that make \xp the Getting Started wizard are significant 
In order to prevent the user form being overwhehned with the process, preferably the system 
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constantly gives the customer a sense as to where they are in the process. To satisfy this goal, 
the software utilizes a *Tollow flie Yellow Brick Road" intaface, which constantly updates the 
users on their progress in the wizard. The left side graphic area is used to indicate which of these 
stages that the user is cuirently in. In one embodiment, the stage is indicated using text, widi the 
current stage being highUghted. . Using text rather than graphicis helps minimize the download 
size. 

Each screen of the Getting Started wizard preferably has a Help button which links to a 
portion of the Help file that pertains to that screen. Whenever a combo box is xised in this 
wizard, by default no item is selected, and the prompt ^'select one'* preferably spears to the user. 
Preferably, every screen in tiie Getting Started wizard has a Cancel button on it The 
ftinctionality of these buttons is consistmt throughout the wizard. The varioiis ftmctions that are 
executed when a xiser selects the Cancel button are desaibed below. 

The Verification Prompt is a standard prompt that verifies the user indeed would like to 
cancel the wizard. This is accomplished through a standard dialog box as s^iown in FIG. 7D. A 
Save Data button is also provided. When the user selects the Cancel button, all of the data thiat 
the user has input is saved locally. Iftfae user starts the Getting Started wizard at a lat^ time, all 
of the infpmmtion that was previotisly entered is filled into the appropriate soreen in the wizard. 
Using an upload Data button, the client preferably uploads the following data to a log on one of 
the servers; Customer email, the screen that the usier catcalled on (resource ID), and die source 
(OEM partner, afiBliate, etc.). When the Getting Started wizard fbrst attempts to establish an 
Internet connection and experiences an error in connecting, error messages appear depending 
upon the connection method chosen by tiie user. 

The Welcome portion of the Getting Started wizard provides two ftmctions. Firsts it 
welcomes the user to the process and gives the user an idea of what is involved in the process. 
Second, it determines \^diether or not a user should complete the Getting started wizard at this 
time. There are two reasons why auser is kept from completing the Getting Started wizard, as 
shown in FIG. 7B. The first is if the user has previously completed the Getting Started wizard, 
shown by block 721 . The second is >^en the provider's service is over booked and there is no 
opening available for the user, as shown by block 723. Whea this portion of the Getting Started 
wizard has begxm, the Follow the Yellow brick Road text t reads "Start". The logical flow of the 
Signiq) for Service componentis shownin FIG. 7B. The Welcome Screen #1 720, in FIG. 7B, 
Usts three major steps that the customer shoxald complete in order to finish the wizard. As shown 
in HG. 8A, the screen includes a smaller version of each screen group graphic to help the 
customers recognize each screen groiq) as they come to it The "Welcome** step of the "Follow 
the Yellow-brick Road*' list is highlighted to show the customers that they are on the Welcome 
screen. A check box aUows a user to skip the Registration and Print Configuration wizard If 
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the user selects the check box, the wizard closes and the '*rereg" dialog box appears. The default 
state for the check box is unselected. 

If there is no slot available for the user, the exemplary Welcome Screen #2 725, in FIG. 
7B, appears to the user in tiie event that the user cannot be signed up the user at that time. A 
URL link button links the user to the web site on the page where the user can pre-register, as 
shown in FIG. 8B. By pre-registering, the user will later be notified when a slot is available. 

At this point in the Getting Started wizard, the client preferably downloads information 
fromtheserverforusethroughouttheremainderofthewizard. Specifically, the information that 
is downloaded includes Service Plan Information such as Plan Name, Plan ID, Text file 
describing all of the plans. Contract for the plan (text file), Min purchase amount. Max purchase 
amount. Purchase Upfront (y/n), URL link to full description (conunoii web link for all plans). 
Preferred Service Plan; and Payment Information including Payment types accepted, and 
Preferred payment type. 

The Sign iq>-for Service component of tiie Getting Started wizard extracts all of the 
information required to sign up the user for service with the provider. When this portion offhs 
Getting Started wizard has begun, fte "FoUow the Yellow Brick Road" text is changed to 
"Register with Provider" (e.g., Stamps.com). The logical flow of the Sign up for Service 
component is shown in FIG. 7C. 

Service Screen #1 (block 730 of FIG. 7C) is shown in FIG. 9A. The "Send me 
information. . checkbox is checked by default Selection of tiiis check box provides a database 
CTtry that designates that tibe provide and its partners have the right to solicit the user with 
inarketing programs. The ^'Next>'' button is not enabled until all requhed information is filled 
in. Required information for this screen includes the First Name, Last Name, Phone, and l^nail. 

iService Screen #2 (block 73rofnG. 7C ) is depicted in HG. 9B. m 
portion of the screen allow the user to enter the physical location of the user computer. The 
lower portion of the screen allows the user to enter mailing address information in one of two 
ways. If the user selects the "Use physical address^ check box, the values stored for the mailing 
address are made to be tiie same as those of the physical address, and the ^^exO" button 
becomes enabled. Otherwise, the mailing address fields are enabled for user input The "Next>*' 
button is not enabled until all required fields are filled iiL After the user selects ''Next>", an 
AMS check on the address is performed, as shown by block 732 of FIG. 7C The client checks 
for a Pp Box in the physical address fields, as shown by block 733 of FIG. 7C. hi blocks 734 
and 735, if a P.O. Box is provided, an error message preferably indicates that a P.O. Box is not 
acceptable. 
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Aflerservice screen #2 is completed, in block 736, an AMS check on the addresses is run. 
Also, a check is made as to determine whether the zip code that the user provides is currently tiie 
one that is supported, as shown in block 737. If it is detennmed that the physical ap code is one 
that is supported, the user continues witii service screen #3 m block 739. If the zip code is NOT . 
one that is supported. Service Screen #2a appears to notify the user that the user is unable to sign 
up at this tune, as depicted in block 738. An exemplary mterface for Service Screen #2a is 
shown in FIG. 9C. A URL link button links the user to the provider's site on flie page where tibe 
user can pre-register. By pre-registering, the user is notified later when a slot is available within 
the zip code for the physical address that is provided. 

In block 739, the user enters "user name" and "password." An exemplary mterface for 
Service Screen #3 is shown in FIG. 9D. The password preferably comprises at least 6 characters, 
with at least 1 alpha character and 1 numeric character. The *'Next>" button is not enabled until 
all the infonnation has been filled in. in block 743, Service Screen #4 captures information that 
either Customer Service or the client software can use to verify a customer's identity in tiie event 
that the customer loses his/her password. An exemplary interface for Service Screen #4 is shown 
in FIG. 9E. The key word, or "secret code" is the answer that the user gives to a question 
seliected by the user. The de&iilt questions that the user may select £rom include; 

• What is your mother's maiden name? 

• What is your favorite pets name? 
What is your favorite vacation spot? 

• What is your place of birth? 

After selecting a question, the user can enter a response into an edit field. The "NexC>" 
button is not enabled until after the information is filled in. 

In block 744, in Sravice Screen #5, the users specify how they will usei the account 
Preferably, none of the radio buttons are selected on open. An exemplary interface for Service 
Screen #5 is shown in FIG. 9F. The company information fields and text are grayed-out and 
disabled until the user selects one of the three business radio buttons. The "Next>" button is not 
enabled until the user selects the 'Tersonal/Indi vidua]** radio button or until tiie required business 
fields are populated if the user selects one of Ac business radio buttons. In addition to storing 
the user's response for use by the provider, the user's input is mterpreted in order to pre-fill 
portions of the meter license. Specifically, if the user selects the first radio button, 
"Personal/hidividual Use", the user is categorized as a "personal" user for the meter license 
application. If any of the other three radio buttons are selected, the user is categorized as a 
business user for the meter license. If the user selects one of the busmess categories, the data 
iiq)ut into the business fields is stored both for use by the provider and for insertion into the meter 
license application. 

•16- 
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Service Screen #6, in block 74S, provides several types of 
user's postage usage habits, for use both by the provider and the , USPS. In this screen/ as 
depicted in FIG. 9G, &e user specifies their mail volume using a spinner box and the letter 
category is split into window and standard envelopes. In addition, a question is asked with yes 
or iiio radio button response options (Do you currently lease or rent a traditional postage meter?). 
The **Next>" button is preferably not enabled until the user has selected a value in each box. The 
mail volume box is blank by default Each of the four percentage boxes preferably has a 0 in it 
When the user hits the **Next>'' button, verify that the percentage boxes add up to 100%. When 
storing the percentages for use in th6 USPS meter license application, the first two percentages 
(letters - standard envelopes and letters -windowed / pre printed) are added together to create the 
value for the USPS 'letters** category. The other two percentages xxisp equally to their USPS 
counterparts. 

Service Screen #7 (block 746) allows tiie user to select a service plan from the jprovider. 
The following mformation is preferably downloaded at the beginning of the registration wizard: 
Service Plan names, a URL to a page on the provides web site that describes the service plans 
in detail, and text files describing each service plan. FIG. 9H depicts an exemplary inter&ce for 
this screen. The drop down box preferably displays all available plans at the time. No plans are 
selected by default, and flie prompt "Select One" appears. At this time, a text file that briefly 
describes all of the plans currently available is displayed m a scrollable text window below. 
Once the user selects a plan, the text file below is changed to display a text file that describes 
only that plaiL If a preferred service plan is defined, this plan is the first one to appear on the 
drop down list (still none of the plans selected by default). A URL link takes the user to 
provider's web site for details on the plans. The "Next>" button is disabled until die user selects 
apian. 

As illustrated in block 747, Service Screen #8 displays the service contract for the service 
plan that the user selected on the previous screen. This contract is a text file, which is 
downloaded at the beginning of the registration wizard. As shown in FIG. 91, neither of the two 
radio buttons are selected by default, and the ''Next>*' button is disabled until the user selects one 
of the choices. If the user selects "I Accept^, the wizard will continue. If the user selects *1 do 
NOT accept", a message box should appear as described below. This wizard screen should still 
remain open in the background behind this dialog box. If the user selects ^ do NOT Accept on 
Screen #8 of FIG. 91, a dialog box, shown in FIG. 9 J, appears indicating that the user must accept 
the terms in order to sign up with the provider. If the user selects "Go Baick", this dialog Box 
closes, and the user is brought bade to screen #8 of the wizard. If the user selects ''Cancer', the 
Getting Started is canceled. 

Service Screen #9, depicted in FIG. 9K, is built dynmiically, depending upon a user's 
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response to the payment type prompt The payment type field is empty by default. The values 
available for this field are preferably downloaded when the registration vAzard begins. The 
'^ext>" button is disabled before AND after a value is selected for the payment type. The 
''NexO" button remains disabled until the screen dynamically builds, and all of the fields are 
completed by the user. If a preferred payment method is defined, this method of payment is &e 
first one to appear on the drop down list (still none of the payment method types are selected by 
defeult). 

If a credit card is selected as the method of payment in decision block 750, the fields 
shown in the screen of FIG. 9L appear. The cardholder name and card number are both edit 
boxes. The expiration date is entered using two combo boxes. The promptfortiie billing address 
allows the user to eifli^ enter an address manually, or copy the address given on service screen 
#2 as a mailing address. If the user selects the 'Use Mailing Address'' check box, the mailing 
address information is copied into the billing address fields, and &ese fields eirc disabled. All 
fields prefembly should be filled in before the user can proceed. After the user selects ''Next>", 
an AMS check on the address is performed, as shown in blodc 7^3. 

If ACH method of payment is selected in decision block 750, the fields shown in screen 
ofFIG.9M appear. All fields preferably should be filled in before the user can proceed. Service 
Screen #10, in block 756 or 757, allows &e user to purchase postage. The order is accepted at 
this time, but is not processed until the meter license has gone through. At the beginning of the 
registration wizard, tiie maximum and minimum purchase amounts associated with a service plan 
are downloaded. As shown in FIG. 9N, ihc user can enter a puidiase in one of two ways: by 
selecting a pre-defined amount or by entering an amount into an edit box. In one embodiment, 
the pre-defined values of the radio buttons are $10, $25, $50, $100, and $200. If any of these 
values are lower than the minimum purchase amount associated with the plan that tiie user has 
selected, then the associated radio button(s) is disabled. Similarly, if any of &e pre-defined 
values are higher than the maximum purchase amount allowed by the plan that ibt user selected, 
then the associated radio button(s) is disabled. The Purchase Postage control allows the user to 
enter in both dollars and cents values. Preferably, none of the radio buttons are selected by 
default If the selected plan oScrs fiee postage without requiring a purchase, the "Next^" button 
is always available. Otherwise, the ^exC>" button is disabled until a purchase amount is 
selected If the service plan selected by the user does not require the immediate purchase of 
postage, an additional radio button should s^pear vMch allows the user to select a value of 
"none." 

As described above, the Registration Wizard is capable of gathering all of the information 
that is required by the USPS for a Meter License AppIicatiorL The information that is extracted 
in this wizard is used to generate a USPS 3601 A form. FIG. lOA is an exemplary flow of the 
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Registration wizard component of the Getting Started wizard. When this portion of the Getting 
Started wizard has begun, the Follow the Yellow Brick Road text is changed to "Apply for a : 
Postage Mefor". In block 1010, License Screen #1 serves tiie purpose of letting flie iiser know 
that he/she is entering the portion of ttie wizard where the meter license is filled out The follow 
the Yellow Brick Road text will change to meter License application., as shown in FIG. lOBi. 

In block 1011, theuserdetennineswethertheyareabusinessorandenduser. InLicense 
Screen #2 (block 1012), the user specifies \vhich identification nimiber they wish to use. None 
of &e radio buttons are selected on open, as shown in FIG. 1 OC. The '^Next." button as well as 
the Tax ID#, EIN, and SSN fields are grayed-out and disabled. !When the user selects a radio 
button, it embles the corresponding field. When the user begihs to enter data in a field, it enables 
the **Next>" button. License Screen #3 (block 1013) is for the user to answer some business 
related questions, as depicted in FIG. 1 OD. The '^exC>" button is hot enabled until the questions 
are answered. 

License Screen #3a (block 101a) only appears to business users. As illustrated in FIG. 
1 QE, neither of the radio buttons are selected by default, and the edit fields and the Next birtton 
are preferably unavailable when the user first sees this screen. If the user selects "Yes", the Next 
button becomes available. If the user selects '"No", the edit fields become available. Once all 
of the required fields have been completed, the Next button becomes available. License Screen 
#4 (block 1015) of FIG. lOF includes a field in which the user enters a Social Security #. The 
'*Next>" button is not enabled until the field is filled in with a nme digit number. In License 
Screen #5 (block 1016) of FIG. lOG, neither radio button is selected by default The 'TSrexC>'' 
button is initially disabled. If the user selects the **No" radio button, the 'TSIexO" button broomes 
available. If the user selects the "Yes'' radio button, the *'Next>" button is not mabled until at 
least one set of license and finance numbers have been entered. 

FIG. lOH is an exemplary interface for License Screen #6 of block 1017. In this screen, 
neither radio button is enabled by default The '*Next>" button is enabled if the user selects the 
"No" radio button or once the revoked reason field is populated if the user selects the **Yes" 
button. FIG. 101 is an exemplary interface for License Screen #7 of block 1018. In this screen, 
a check box is used to verify the accuracy of the information. Once the check box is selected, 
the **Next>" button is enabled and tihe information is submitted to the server. If the user does not 
select the checkbox, the only options are to go back and make changes or cancel the Getting 
Started wizard. In addition to the information that was gathered dxiring the wizard, the following 
information need also be submitted; OEM Tracking #, 3"^ Party Applications installed, and the 
. address books that were installed. 

AnexCTiplaryinterfaceforLicenseScreen#8(block.l019)isiUustratedinnG lOJ. This 
screen serves the purpose of providing a status to the user while all of the information that has 
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been provided in ihe wizard, including payment information, is uploaded. In addition to 
uploading the information that has been extracted as part of the Getting Started wizard, the OEM 
tracking ID is uploaded as well. For OEM partners, the ID is in a registry key. Initially, the 
**Next>" button on fliis screen is disabled, and only the text in the upper portion of the s^een 
appears. Once the communication witii the server is completed, the text '^Select Next to 
continue" s^pears, and flie *'Next>" button becomes available. 

In blocks 1021 and 1023, the information entered by the user is checked for any potential 
errors and the errors are reported to the user. Once the information has been submitted, the server 
is able to conununicate if any of three errors occur with the information that the user has 
provided. These moTS include a non unique user name, bad ACH information, and rejected 
credit card payment If any of &ese errors occur, a wizard screen appears that dynamically 
displays the error that is retumed from the server. Whm the user selects •'Next^", the appropriate 
wizard screen shown in FIG. lOK appears and allows the user to resubmit information. 
Preferably, the User cannot continue until the error is corrected. A&er correcting the error, the 
wizard returns to the submit screen. If an additional error is found, this routine is repeatedi. 

In block 1028, if the user submits a non unique user name, the dialog box of FIG. lOL 
appears. This dialog box preferably has the same functionality of the user name wizard sd^n, 
except that ^e lower portion (the password portion) is not displayed, the suggest button q)pears, 
. and &e text chaiiges as shown. Ifthe user selects the Suggest button, tiie client populates the user 
name jBeld with the suggestion that is sent down from the server. In block 1026, if the ACH 
check indicates that there is a jn^oblem with iho ACH information, the dialog box depicted in FIG. 
lOM appears. This dialog is preferably the same as the select payment screen of the wizard, with 
one exception; the Payment Type is pre-filled witti the selection "ACH" and as a result tite ACH 
fields will be available. These fields are prrferably pre-populated. 

In block 1 027, if a reject on a credit card process is received, the dialog box shown in FIG. 
ION sqppears. This dialog is preferably the same as the select payment screen of the wizard, 
however, the Payment Type is pre-fiUed with the original credit card selection, with all of the 
associated fields pre-filled. In block 1024, the License Screen* 9, illustrated in FIG. lOO, serves 
the purpose of letting the user know that the meter license portion has been completed, and that 
the Print Configuration will be next In addition, this screen dynamically lets the user know y/hat 
the expected wait time is in the second paragraph based upon a "license approval delay variable*" 
that is downloaded &om the server. If the license approval delay variable is "0" (i.e. instant 
approval) then the second paragraph is not displayed. If the license ^proval delay has a value 
other than 0, the second paragraph is displayed and dynamically iapxsts the delay amount as 
shown below. The variable, number that is provided by the server is in ho\nrs. Once this 
verification is completed the user may proceed to Print Setup wizard, as shown in block 1 025. 
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The Print Setiq> portion of the Getting Started wizard includes several wizard components, 
which can be broken out and used individually in the client software; These wizards are brought 
together into the Print Setup portion of the Getting Started wizard to provide all of the printing 
oriented checks and tasks that a user should complete before starting with die software. These 
include: Print Verification, Print QA envelope, and Deteraiine top, center, or bottom envelope 
feed (if necessary). When this portion of the Getting Started wizard has begun, the Follow the 
Yellow Brick Road text is changed to *Test Printer*'. An exemplary flow of the Print Setup 
component is shown in FIG. 1 1 A. 

In block 1 1 01 , Print Setup Screen #1 is used to select default printer. This screen, shown 
in FIG. lie, prepares the user for testing on the user's printer. A drop down box displays all of 
the printers that are installed on the user's system, and allows them to select the defeiilt prints 
to be used. When a user selects a printer, this printer is considered as being selected for the print 
jobs that are performed during this section of the wizard. In addition, this default selection is 
uacorporated into the standard Print Prepare dialog box, and is therefore the printer chosen until 
the user selects otherwise. None of the printers is selected by default, and the "Next>'' button 
preferably is not available until the user selects a printer. 

In block 1 1 02, Print Setup Screen #2, ishown in FIG. 1 ID, allows the user to select two 
bits of infonnation that are required before the print testing functions can be undertaken. The 
first is a drop down box, which allows users to select a envelope size to be used throughout the 
tests. These tests do not aUow a user to use labels, so only the envelope options appear. The 
second bit of information is whether or not the user wants to omit the letum address or not The 
user prompt is preferably different here than in the Print Options dialog. In this case, if the user 
selects, "yes", the return address is printed. If the user selects "no", the return address should not 
be printed. The answers to both of these items are stored and used for all testing undertaken 
within this portion of the wizard. The infonnation that is gathered here is also used to populate 
the corresponding fields within the Print Postage and Print Options dialog boxes when the user 
first launched these screens. Neither the envelope sizes, nor the radio bxittons contain values by 
defeult Furthermore, the "Next>" button is preferably not available until the user selects an 
envelope size and answers the yes/no question. 

In block 1 103, it is determined wether the default printer information is in the printer 
database. If the printer information is not in the database, a printer troubleshooting routine is 
performed, as shown in block 1 104. If the printer information is in the database, printer Screen 
#3, depicted in FIG. 1 IE, appears. This screen serves the fimction of notifying the user that 
postage is about to be printed, and making the user aware that an envelope must be loaded into 
the feeder. A graphic of an envelope being placed into a printer is preferably used to help re- 
enforce the action to the user. This screen is used multiple times during the Printer Setup portion 
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of the Getting Started wizard. See tiie flow diagram for fiirflier details. The •'NexlP^" button is 
available immediately. Once the "Ne>ct>" button has been selected, a sample QA envelope is 
printed, as shown in block 1 1 06. In block 1 1 07, the sample is compared with a sample shown 
in Printer Screen #4 of FIG. 1 IF. In this screen, neither of the radio buttons is selected by 
defeult, and the "NexP^" button is not available until the user selects one. In block 1 108, if the 
samples do not compare, printer troubleshoot 2 is activated to perform the troubleshooting task, 
as illustmted in block 1 1 09. If the samples compare correctly, the printer informiation is uploaded 
and tiie money m the meter is checked, as shown in blocks 1110 and 1111 respectively. Lione 
embodiment, if the user does not supply a QA envelop, tibie client software prevents the user from 
printing the VBI. 

Similar to Prints Screen #3, Printer Screen #4 serves the function of educating the user 
about QA envelopes, notifying the user that postage is about to be printed, and making the user 
aware that an envelope needs to be loaded into the feeder. A graphic of an envelope being placed 
into a printer is used .tp help re-enforce the action to the user. This section of the wizard, 
illustrated in FIG. 1 IG, only appears if there is money in the user's meter (this requires instant 
meter approval), as shown in blocks 1111 and 1112. The "NexO*' button is available 
immediately. Once the *T*^ext>'' button has been selected, a QA envelope is printed in block 
1114. 

Next, in block 1115, Printer Screen #6, shown in FIG. IIH, appears. This screen's 
primary function is to educate the user that the QA envelope should be sent in immediately, or 
the user's meter license may be revoked. A graphic of an envelope being placed into a mail box 
is used to help re-enforce the action to the user. The "Next>" button is available immediately. ; 

In the event that the user's printer is not in the printer database, the Print Configuration 
wizard is initiated. An exemplary flow for the Print Configuration wizard is shown in FIG. 1 IB. 
The first screen in tiiis wizard is Printer Setq) screen #3 (see FIG. 1 IE), which prompts the Viser 
to place an envelope in the printer feed tray. Once the user selects '*Next>", a pattem includixjg 
a circle, a.square, and a triangle is printed. Only one of these shapes completely prints onto the 
enveloi)e fed through the printer, so based upon which shzqje appears to the user, the system can 
ascertain if the printer feeds envelopes from the top, center, or bottom. The Printer Screen #7, 
shown in FIG. Ill, provides a means by \^ch users can tell the client which of the shapes appear 
on the envelope. This is done trough a series of radio buttons. None of the radio buttons is 
selected by default, and the ■'Next>" button is not available until the user selects one of the 
options. If tihie user selects either the circle, square, or triangle, the appropriate offset is made, 
the information is sent to the server, and the user continues with screen #8 as shown in block 
1126 and 1127. 

In block 1 123, if the user selects "none of the above inatch what I see" on screen # 7, 
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Printer Screen #8, shown in FIG. 1 1 J, appears to ask the user which option the usct would like 
to pursue at this time. Three radio buttons provide the options. If tiie user selects the Try 
printing ano&er sample option, anoth^ shape design is sentto the printer, so that the comparison 
process can be undertaken ^ain. Selecting the Try printing another sample to a different printer 
option links the user back to screen #1 of the Print Setup, allowing the user to select another 
printer and start the process again. Selecting the Neither of these solutions work option indicates 
that the system cannot determine a feed of^t and therefore cannot print envelopes using the 
user's printer. When ^ext>'' is selected, the message on screen #9 conveys this to the user. 
None of the radio buttons is selected by default, and the '7^ext>'' button is not available until the 
user selects one of the options. 

If the user selects '*neithCT of these solutions work" on screen # 8, print envelope is 
disabled and Printer Screen #9, shown in FIG, 1 IK, appears to ask the user to let the user know 
that he/she is not able to print postage onto envelopes, only onto labels (see blocks 1 128 and 
1129). The 'T>Iext?>" button is available immediately. Once selected, the client preferably 
disables printing to envelopes. A Finish portion of the Getting Started congratulates the user for 
completing the wizard, and launches the client When tiiis portion of the Getting Started wizard 
has begun, the Follow the Yellow Brick Road text is changed to 'Tinish*'. An exemplary 
interface for Finish screen #1 is illustrated in FIG. IIL. The Tinish" button is preferably 
available iromediately. Once the 'Tinish" button has been selected, the user is ready to launch . 
the cUent software. 

A re-registration process allows users to re-register across systems. An exemplary flow 
for the re-registration process is shown in FIG. 12A. To begin the re-registration process, the 
user logs in as normal via the login dialog box shown in FIG. 12B. The client sends the User 
Name, Password, and system identification information to the server. After checking for the 
validity of the usar name and password, the server checks if the user is currently registered on the 
current system, or on another system. In block 1203, if the user is registered on the current 
system, login continues as normal, as shown in block 1204. If the user is currently registered on 
another system, in block 1 206, another check is made to determine if the user is currently logged 
into the provider's service. In block 1207, if the user is already logged in, the message in FIG. 
12C appears. In block 1209, when the user selects "OK** the login attempt is aborted, hbbdc 
1208, if the user is currently registered on another system, and is not currently logged in, then the 
dialog box of FIG. 12D appears. This dialog box prompts the user as to whether the user wants 
to re-register is/her account on the current machine. In block 1 2 1 0, if the user selects '*Yes", the 
account is re-registered (block 1211). If the user selects "No", the login attempt is aborted (block 
1212). 

The client print engine prints aFacing IdentificationMaik (FIM) in accordance with USPS 
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specifications. Preferably, the FIM is printed within 1/8" fix)m the top of the envelope, and no 
more than 2 1/8*- firom the right hand edge, as shown in FIG. 13 A. A print engine supports as 
broad of arange of printers as possible, utilizing whatever specialized techniques ihsX are deemed 
Expropriate for proper printing of ihe postage indicia (i.e. rotation and virtualizatioii). Before 
rotation is applied to an individual client, a verification is performed to verify that the user's 
printer and print driver are know to work with this technique. This is accomphshed using a check 
against a database of printers and printer drivers that are know to work with rotation within the 
client software. Tbis database is preferably created through hands on testing. Some examples 
of print dialog boxes for the Print Post^e dialog box, Print Prompt dialog box, and Printing 
Options dialog boxe are shown in FIGs. 13B-13L 

A Print Postage dialog box is tiie noiam interface jfrom \^ch a user defines the postage to 
be printed. An exemplary mterface for this dialog box is illustrated in FIG. 13 J. Retum Address 
items are grouped within their own frame. The Return Address box is editable, allowing users 
to customize the retum address by simply typing into the box. Delivery Address items are 
grouped within their own frame. The Delivery Address box is editable, allowing users to insert 
a delivery address by simply typing into the box. If a user adds an address which is not in the 
address book, the user is prompted whether or not Ae address is added. In the event that only a 
single recipient is chosen, the address is displayed in the same format that it is in the retum 
address window. If multiple recipients are selected, the view is that of a list box displaying the 
names of all of the recipients that have been chosen. If multiple recipients are selected and 
different recipients require mailing to different zones, then the cost of postage is displayed next 
to that recipient 

"Do not print the Retum Address" is imchecked by default Mail Type toggle buttons 
enable the user to select whether the mail to be sent is a letter, flat, box or oversized box. This 
information is used to determine what labels and/or envelopes are available to the user, as well 
as v\4iat the postage rate will be. The letter toggle is selected by default Mail type description 
field provides a brief description of the mail type that is currently selected with the Mail Type 
toggle buttons. Print On list box allows user to select from all Envelopes and Labels. The items 
displayed in this list box are determined by the type of mail that was selected in the previous Ust 
box. If a letta: is selected, only envelopes and labels approved by the USPS are available. If a 
flat or box is selected, only labels approved by the USPS are available. No values are selected 
by default 

The Enter Weight fields allow users to type in values or select them using spinner controls. 
If the user has set up a digital scale, clicking on the scale button automatically pulls the value 
from the scale and display the value in these fields. After the initial use, the fields remember the 
last value. The "Select a Service" control is a list box, which shows the various services that are 
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available and also displays the cost of each type of service for the mail piece, that has been 
defined. The prices update as the user inputs infomation into the Enter Weight fields. If the user 
is typing a value, the display immediately updates as the user types. If zone based postage is 
used, and if multiple users are selected, the range of costs is displayed. Once a user has selected 
a mail service, a graphic of a check mark should appear immediately to the left of the item as 
shown. None of the items are selected by default. Available Postage display displays the 
available postage amount Total Mailing Cost displays the cost of the total mailing when 
multiple recipients are selected. 

Preview Window is dynamic, depending upon the selection firom the "Print Onto" list Box. • 
Print button decides whether to print a sample or real postage. This single print button advances 
the user to the Print Prompt screen. Options button laimches the appropriate options dialog box, 
depending upon the selection type into the "Print Onto" list Box. If an envelope is selected, the 
Bivelope Options dialog box will be launched If a label is selected, the Label Options dialog 
box appears. In the event that multiple recipients and/or zone based postage rates are selected, 
portions ofthePrintPostage dialog changes sUgJitly in theirfim^^^ 13K, 

In the exemplary screen of FIG, 13K, when multiple recipients are selected, they are 
displayed as a list with only the recipient name showing. When multiple recipients are selected 
which span multiple zones, the price of the mail piece going to an individual recipient is 
displayed next to the recipient's name. This display only appears after a weight value that 
warrants zone based postage has been entered. The Select a Service list box shows a range of 
prices for the mailings. The Cost of Mailing display appears When multiple recipients are 
selected, and provides the user with a total cost for tibie mailing. 

After the usa: has selected "Print^Vfix)m the Print Postage dialog box, the Print Prompt 
dialog box of FIG. 13L appears. The Print Prompt dialog box takes on several fimctions, 
including selection of the printer, printer paper feed, and determination of whether a sample or 
real piece of postage is being printed The printer list boxes provide a selection of available 
printers. Standard Windows displays (optional) display the selected printer. Existing printer feed 
infom[iation displays relevant infonnation about tiie selected printer. Print Internet Postage and 
Print Sample buttons print postage, and the Configure button launches the Print Configuration 
wizard. 

Envelope Options dialog box, depicted in FIG. 13M, is launched firom the Print Postage 
dialog box ^en two conditions are met: .1) the user selects the "Options" button, and 2) an 
envelope is selected in the *Trint Onto" drop down box. Do not print a FIM check box has a 
small gr^hic icon to let the user know what tiie FIM barcode is. Postdate Mail piece control has 
a text description as shown. If the user selects flie check box, the edit box becomes available to 
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allow editing. Indicium correction items allow the user to print two forms of special Indicia: 
postage correction and date correction. Return Address Graphic control allows the user to select 
a graphic to be printed with the return address. Return Address adjustments and Delivery 
Address adjustments controls provide margin adjustments for the retum address arid delivery 
address, respectively. Indiciuin graphics that can be displayed within the Indicium are preferably 
controlled by the provider. To accomplish this, the system provides graphics for the Indicium 
in a digitally signed format, embedded within a DLL. At a minimum, this graphic is used for 
OEM partners. The system also provides clip art for the Indicium graphics. The system therefore 
makes sure that this DLL can be downloaded on its own, so that a clip art library can be updated 
without forcing a complete download of the client If the DLL is not present, this control is 
unavailable. 

FIG. 13N is an exemplary interface for a Label Options dialog box. This dialog box is 
launched from the Print Postage dialog box when the user selects the "Options" button, and a 
label is selected in the 'Trint Onto** drop down box. Do not print a FIM check box control has 
a small graphic icon to let the user know what a FIM barcode is. Postdate Mail piece control has 
a text description as shown. If the user selects the check box, the edit box becomes available. 
Indicixmi correction items allow the user to print two forms of special Indicia: postage correction 
and date correction. Indicium graphics that can be displayed within the Indicixnn are preferably 
controlled by the provider. To accomplish this, the system provides graphics for the Indicium 
in a digitally signed format, embedded within a DLL. At a minirmim^ this graphic is used for 
OEM partners. The system also provides clip art for the Indicium graphics. The system therefore 
makes sure that this DLL can be downloaded on its own, so that a clip art library can be updated 
without forcing a complete download of the client If the DLL is not present, this control is 
unavailable. Delivery Address font control allows the user to change the font of the Delivery 
Address by launching a secondary dialog box. 

A Print Configuration wizard helps the user undergo three maj or processes: determining 
top, center, or bottom offset (if needed), providing print verification, and Printing a QA envelope. 
The print engine preferably incorporates the provider's logo into the Indicium. Rather than 
integrating a single static logo graphic, the print engine accommodates a scalable gr^hic. The 
reasoning behind tins is as follows. In order to conform to the FIM placement standards which 
requires that the FIM consistently be printed +/- 1/8" fi^m the right hand edge of the envelope, 
the space available between the FIM and the human readable portion of the Indicium will change 
depending upon the right hand margin of the printer used, as shown in FIG. 14A. The logo is 
scaled to the maximum size av£iilable given the space constraints which arise from the individual 
printer margin. This approach ensures that the maximum log size is always used, as shown in 

nai4B. 



-26- 



wo 02/07104 PCT/USOl/22191 

A meians by which users can customize their mail piece with a graphic file of their 
choosing is provided by the system. The system provides users with the ability to incorporate 
a graphic into the return address space. Specifically, the client software allows the user to 
incorporate a standard graphic into the area to the left of the return address, as shown in FIG. 
1 5 A. The de&ult state is that no logo is selected for this position. In the event that ho logo is 
selected, the layout is as shown in FIG. 1 SB. The controls for the determination of the image to 
occupy this space are found in the Print Postage Options (Envelope Printing Options) dialog box 
of FIG. ISC. When Include Gf^hic check box is selected, it indicates tibat the print engme 
should print a graphic file. When thi^ check box is not selected, the print engine shoiild not print 
a graphic. The default for this check box is unselected. Selecting the Browse button opens a 
standard file browse dialog box, which allows the usot to browse for and select a file. Preview 
Window provides a preview of the selected graphic once it has been selected. 

A personal address book may be used by the user to print addresses on the mail pieces. 
The client's iiative address book is functional even when the user is oflBine. Si>ecifically, the user 
is able to add addresses, edit addresses, import addresses, and remove addresses without 
requiring the user to login on-line. In order to ensure that every address that is entered, modified, 
or imported undergoes an AMS check, addresses undergo an AMS check at the time the postage 
is printed to an address (see Printing description). In addition to the native address book, 
system provides support for a variety of external address books. Examples of some of the 
address books supported include Microsoft Outiook™, Schedule +™, Symantec ACT!™, Lotus 
Organizer™, Lotus Notes™, GoldMine™, Microsoft Windows Address book, and the like. 

The cUent' s support for the external address books is such that the user can read data from 
any of these address books from within the standard client address book interface. The data is 
able to be read in real time. In addition, the user is able to make changes to addresses and write 
these changes back to the external address book. In order to allow the user to select which 
address book to use (either the native or any of the third party address books), several controls 
are added to the client Address Book intCTfece, as shoAvn in FIG. 1 6 A. Select an Address Book 
combo box contains a list of all address books that are supported by the client, and have been 
installed by the user. The default is set to the system's address book. Preferably, this drop down 
box remembers the last selection. Select a database or file combo box control displays a list, 
which includes the default file or database (depending upon the provider), and any other file that 
the user has previously opened using the browse buttoiL Browse button allows the user to open 
additional files or databases for the address book selected by launching the appropriate "open** 
dialog for the provider. Preferably, when possible, the only controls on the provider's Address 
Book open screen is the bare miTiimum that are required to open a file. The user can modify 
addresses using the "properties" button. Based vqpon which address book is selected, a different 
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set of fields is displayed within the edit properties dialog box. The fields map to the format of 
the address book that is selected. The user has the ability thereafter to switch address books on- 
the-fly, by selecting the appropriate address book fix)m the selection box as shown in FIG. 16A. 

In one embodiment, the code that provides support for each addiess book is created as a 
plugin, allowing users to only download the address books that they want support for. The install 
routine provides a means by which users can select which address books are downloaded, and 
automate the installation of the plugin applications. Siq)port is provided for importing o^er 
address data. For example, the system provides import filters for the following: Daytimers, the 
Learning Channel products, MYOB^ and the like. Also, address books support standard group 
capabilities. The system is capable of providing siq)port for foreign addr^ses, and is able to pass 
AMS matching checks. Furthermore, the system provides the capability to print addresses that 
have been returned by AMS in a format that includes both upper and lower cased alpha 
characters. In other words, the address that is printed should preferably have the same forioiatting 
of upper and lower case characters as the user originally entered. When multiple recipients are 
selected firom the address book, the dialog box shown in FIG. 16B appears to educate the user 
about multiple recipient selection. Selecting Ok closes the dialog box and returns the user to the 
Print Postage dialog box. If the user selects tihe check box (which is unselected by de&ult), fliis 
dialog box wiU not appear again in the future. 

The address book within the client provides a utility to import text files that have been 
e3qx)rted fi-om other address books. Typically, ^en a user unports a text file, the user need to 
'*m^" the fields firom the original file into tiie fields of the destination file. This is very 
cumbersome for the user, and often prevents users firom successfiilly importing files. To avoid 
forcing the user to map fields, the system provides import ''filters," that are unique filters written 
for each address book. Since each filter is unique to an individual source file, the filter knows 
the data field structure of the source file (and it knows the data structure of the destinatidn system 
address book). With this knowledge, the import filter is able to import files from other address 
books without requiring any data structure ii^ut from the customer. To meet the brandability 
needs, the system accommodates an easy addition of import filters. 

The system also provides a flexible mess^ing system, which includes a communication 
channel between the provider and its us^ through the client software. Messages may be created 
by various departments within the provider's organization and are pushed by the server to one of 
several types of messaging dialog boxes. Some examples of messaging dialog boxes are 
described in detail below. 

FIG. 17A is an exemplary message dialog box. The graphic indicates the message 
category, the Text box displays characters of text in a non-editable text box, the URL Link button 
is dynamic and is available only when a URL address is included with the messages, and the OK 
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button closes the dialog box. If applicable, selection of the OK button also executes a function 
(see specific cases, below). For client / server communications, the server is able to assign a 
message to any of the following: Individual users, all users, and a group of users (defined by any 
attribute that system stores). The client checks the server for messages awaiting the individual 
user at login. If a message is foxmd for the individual user, the server sends the following 
information down to the client: Message type. Message Text, and URL linJc. hi addition, if the 
message type is ^"payment" the following information are also sent: date of payment rejection, 
type of payment for payment rejection, account for payment rejection, and amount of payment 
rejection. 

In the event that a message is awaiting a user at the time of logiu, the client displays one 
of several types of messa^g dialog boxes. The specifics of the dialog box that is displayed is 
dependent vapon the •'Message Type" that awaits the user. Generally speaking, the types of 
messages available faU into one of two categories: generic or template. The generic message type 
includes marketing messages, customer support messages, etc, where the intent of 1^^ 
is simply to conmiunicate with the user and perhaps provide a URL link. The teoiplate message 
types include payriient resubmission, email resubmission, and plan change notifications, where 
in addition to sending a message to the user the messaging dialog box allows tiie user to take 
action on the message* In one embodiment, teitnplate dialogs are hard coded into the client 
system to accommodate tiie special actions that are taken. Marketing Messages allow the 
provider to communicate with the user base. For example, the Marketing Message dialog box 
allows the provider to promote an item that is sold on their web site, and provide a URL link to 
that item. An example of the specific components of a marketing message are shown in FIG. 
17B. In the Icon graphic, a generic Marketing Message icon appears. The text for Text box is 
customizable at the serv^-. If the provider wants to associate a URL with the message, a URL 
link button named '*More Info. . appears. The OK button closes the dialog box. 

A Customer Service Message is preferably the same in functionality as the Marketing 
Message dialog box, except that the gmphic icon is different The different graphic 
communicates to the user that this message is a different type of message than a Marketing 
Message. The Customer Service dialog is designed to communicate customer support issues, as 
shown in FIG. 17C. A Credit Card Promotion message type, as shown in FIG. 17D allows the 
provider to broadcast credit card promotions to the users. The graphic icon communicates the 
message type to the user. In one embodiment, this graphic includes the MasterCard logo. The 
text on the URL link button reads "Apply Now". FIG. 17E is an exemplary dialog box for 
P^onent Resubmission Message. The Payment Resubntiission Message is a template type of 
message. The purpose of this template message box is to convey to a user that a payment has 
been rejected, and facilitate a payment resubmissiion by the us^. As illustrated in FIG. 17E, a 
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Payment Message icon appears in the icon graphic. The Text box is dynamic, explaining the 
details of the failed transaction. The end of the message typically reads "Select OK to resubmit 
y.onr payment,*' and the OK button closes the dialog box and launches the purchase postage 
screen- 
Email Resubmission Message is a template type message, whose purpose is to notify a 
user when the system does not have a valid email address for him/her, and enable the user to 
provide this information. Exemplary elements of this type of message dialog are shown in FIG. 
1 7F. An Email Message icon appears in the icon graphic. The text for the Text box is static and 
the contents of the text box are showii in the graphic. An Email edit box allows the user to enter 
an email address, and the OK button closes the dialog box, and sends the user's email address 
to the server. 

A Change in Service Plans Message (also a template type message), indicates when new 
plans are available to a user, or if the xiser's current plan is going to be grandfathered. This 
message dialog basically indicates the change to the user and links the user to the change plans 
dialog and to more information about change plans, if desired. Exemplary elements of this dialog 
are shown in FIG. 17G. As shown, a Service Plans Message icon appears in the icon graphic. 
The text for the Text box is dynamic, and displays the plan changes. This text ends with the text 
string "Select 'OK' to view the new plan, or cancel to continue. The OK button closes the dialog 
box, and opens the Change Service Plans dialog box. The Cancel button closes the dialog box 
without opening the Change Service Plans dialog box. A Message Log is created to list a history 
of tiie messages that a user has received. This log is accessible from the "Accoimts" screen, and 
have the standard layout and capabilities of the other logs wifliin the client 

The client software checks for available updates at the begiiming of the installation 
routine, before any files have been installed, and at each login. At each of these times, the client 
checks for an available update. If an vpdstc is available, a dialog box appears. This dialog box 
provides a message which conununicates the details of the available update, and provides a URL 
link to a website v^ere the update file can be downloaded The update file may be classified as 
either mandatory or optional. Ifthe update is mandatory, the update is installed by the \iser. If 
the update is optional, the user can choose wiiether or not to install the file. There are no 
restrictions regarding how many iqjdate messages can be sent out, and the update message is not 
tied into the standard messaging described earlier in this document The auto update feature is 
able to copy individual files so that a version can be updated without requiring a complete update. 

In one embodiment, the system includes OEM branding capabilities. The system allows 
for the customization of the instaUation script in several ways, including the option of running 
a silent install, defining a default installation directory, and defining a default installation group. 
The default behavior of the installation routine is to run as an application that is visible to the 



-30- 



wo 02/07104 PCT/USOl/22191 

user, and requires user input on multiple screens during the installation process. The system 
provides the option of a "silent install", which installs the program files to the user's systena 
without being visible, and without requiring user intervention. The installer is told where to 
install the product's files. While the user may choose to install the product in any directory 
location they want, the installer offers them a choice consistent with the product identity. Every 
product is placed in a sub-directory witiiin the master directory. The OEM partner has the ability 
to provide ia name for both the master directory and sub-directory into v^ch the product is 
installed. Program group, or "folded', is the location in which the installer displays the product 
if the user does not manually choose a different one. The system allows the OEM partner to 
customize the Default Prograna Qio\xp name. The OEM partner does not have the ability, 
however, to change the name or assodated icons of the items within the groiq). 

The system provides the ability to co-brand the software by providing prominent partner 
logo placement on the main screen within the software. In one embodiment, the logo placonent 
is in the upper left hand comer of the main screen, below the provider's logo . An example of the 
layout of the provider's logo and the partner logo are shown in FIG. 18. The client software 
provides URL links which can be defined by the OEM partner. Specifically, the client software 
allovrs URL links to be embedded within two areas of the main client screen, the provider's logo 
in the upper left hand comer of the main screen, and the partner logo on the main screai. The 
system also provides a space vsdthin the postal indicium that is designated to display a logo or 
slogan of &e OEM partner. 

The system incorporates client server technology which enables the provider to provide 
OEM partners with data that tracks the postage usage of customers y/ho are using that OEM's 
version of the client software. The client software embeds a unique OEM identifier withiii each 
OEM version of the client soflAvare. Once a user has registered with the provider, that user is 
thereafter associated with the OEM that is identified within their client software. This 
association, as well as all tracking activities, are transparent to thie user and require no additional 
int^ention by the user. In the event tiiat a user gets the cUent software through an Affiliate 
Partner's web site, the account number that a user is assigned will embed in it information that 
identifies the source Affiliate Partner, Therefore, this account number is uploaded to the Postal 
Server, which occurs at the end of the Registration wizard. In the case of an aflSliate partnership, 
the tracking number is extracted firom a cookie that has been downloaded onto the users 
computer. The details conceriiing formatting and requirements of the cookies are covered 
separate document 

A change of Address wizard is designed to help a user through the process of changing 
either a physical or mailing address, and the meter license ramifications that may result An 
exemplary process flow of the Change of Address wizard is shown in FIG* 1?A. In block 1901 , 
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the Change of Address Screen #1 serves the purpose of welcoming the user to the wizard using 
the text as shown in FIG. 19B. Selecting ''Next>" advances the user to the next screen of the 
wizard In block 1902, the Change of Address Screen #2 allows the user to enter a new mailing 
address and/or physical address. As shown in FIG. 19C, the controls used are the same as are 
used in the Addresses screen of the Getting Started wizard. The only difference is in the 
introductory text The client checks for a PO Box in the physical address fields. If a PO Box is 
provided, the error message indicates that a PO Box is not acceptable. These fields are preferably 
pre populated by default In blocks 1 903 and 1 904, addresses are checked and in block 1 905, the 
Change of Address Screen #23, shown in FIG. 19D, appears. This screen preferably serves the 
same purpose as the Submit screen of the Registration Wizard, and preferably uses the same 
controls. One difference is that in this case, the only information that is populated is the address 
information that is provided in screen #2, 

Change of Address Screen #4, shown in FIG. 1 9E appears when a change in the meter 
license is not required (i.e. if the physical address hasn't changed or if the physical address hasnH 
resulted in a changed LPO), as shown in blocks 1906 and 1907. In this.event, in block 1910, the 
server submits a 3601 C form, and this screen appears to let the user know that the address has 
been successfully changed. The Change of Address Screen #5 (shown in FIG. 19F) educates the 
user about the process that needs to be undertaken in order to withdraw and reapply for a meter 
license. Selecting "Next>" prompts the user with a wammg dialog box, as shown in FIG. 19G. 
If the user responses "Yes" to the warning, the meter is withdrawn, and "moved" is inserted into 
the reason for vsdthdrawal on the 3601 C form (see block 1913), and the mailing address that is 
provided at the beginning of this wizard is used for the mailing of the refund check. This 
withdrawal should not result in a "slof * becoming available for a braujd new user, as this user will 
re-register momentarily and take the "slot" again. If the user enters "no", the wizard is canceled. 

Change of Address Screen #6 notifies the user that their meter license has been withdrawn. 
In addition, it prompts the user for a new user name and password. The controls used for this 
screen, shown in FIG. 19H, are the same as those used in the user name screen of the Getting 
Started wizard. The cUent verifies with the server that the iiser name is unique. The client also 
verifies that the password meets the preferred basic criterion for example, of 6 characters 
miTiimum, with at least 1 alphabetic character and 1 humaic character. Change of Address 
Screen #7 (shown in FIG. 191) lets the user know that the final step is to go through the 
Registration Wizard. Selecting **Next>" launches the Registration wizard vwthaUknov^ 
being prie populated. In addition, the wizard preferably should not check for an available "slot", 
since the users are just using their existing "slof*. 

In one embodiment, the system includes a dialog box, which can change payment 
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methods and be accessed firom the Account screen. An exemplary interface for this screen is 
illustrated in FIG. 20A. This screen preferably has the same functionality as the Select Payment 
Method screen of the Getting Started wizard, but formatted into a dialog box format This dialog 
box is dynamic. The Select Payment Method screen of the Getting Started wizard is also 
dynamic. When the user first sees the dialog box, the only control that is available prompts the 
user for a Payment Type (i.e. Visa, MasterCard, American E3q)ress, ACH). If the user selects any 
of the credit card types, the screen dynamically builds to add the additional controls that are 
required to extract credit card information, as shown in FIG. 20B. These controls are described 
in the Getting Started wizard above. If the user selects ACH, then the screen builds dynamically 
to contain controls that extract the ACH information that is necessary in order for fte provider 
to bUl an account. The specifics on these controls are discussed within the Getting Started wrzard 
above, and are integrated into the dialog box setting, as shown in FIG. 20C. 

In one embodiment, the system allows the user to change the service plan in which the 
customer is participating- This is accomplished throiigji several screens which have many of the 
attributes of the Service Plan screens within the Getting Started wizard. This fimctionalify is 
accessed when ihe user selects "Cfiange Service Plan" from the Accoiints screen. Once the user 
selects "Change Service Plan** from the Accounts screen, the Change Plan dialog box (shown in 
FIG. 21 A) appears which has controls that are similar to those foimd on Service Screen #7 in the 
Getting Started wizard with one addition. Specifically, a line of text is added at the top of the 
screen that displays the name of the Service Plan that the user is cxirrently signed up for. Once 
the user has selected "01^' in the Change Plan dialog box, the Change Plan Contract dialog box, 
shown in FIG. 2 IB, appears. This dialog box preferably uses the same controls as screen #8 in 
the Getting Started wizard (described above), and displays the contract for the new service plan 
that the user has selected. 

If the user selects the *T Accept" radio button on the Change Plan Contract dialog box, and 
then selects "Ok*', the dialog box shown in FIG. 21 C appears. The purpose of this dialog box is 
to communicate to the user when tiie change will come into effect Selecting "01^* completes 
the Change of Service Plan process. If the user selects the "I do NOT Accqpf * radio button on 
the Change Plan Contract dialog box, and then selects "Ok**, the dialog box of FIG. 21D ^pears. 
This dialog box provides a warning to tiie user that imless the contract is accepted, the service 
plan will not be changed. If the user selects the "Go Back"' biitton, this dialog preferably closes 
and tiie Change Plan Contract dialog should appear again. If this user selects the "Cancel** button, 
the change of plans process is canceled. 

FIG. 21E depicts a dialog box that allows xisers to inform the provider when their email 
account names have been changed. This dialog box is accessible from the Accoxmt screen. The 
edit box control on this screen allows the user to enter a new email address. If the user enters an 
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address and selects OK, the client uploads the new email address to the server. If the user selects 
Cancel, the operation is canceled. A Change Password option in the Accoiint Screen is provided. 
The dialog box that is laxmched from this option is updated to reflect the password functionality 
as defined in the Getting Started wizard. In one embodiment, the password screen requires a new 
password type. The preferred requirements for the new password type are that the password be 
at least 6 characters in length, have at least 1 alpha character, and at least 1 numeric character. 
A password recovery function allows a xiser to get a new password in the event that it is 
forgotten. This process does not require the user to interface with Customer Service. This 
process relies upon the secret code oir key word phrase that the user provided in Service Screen 
#4 of the Getting Started (at the end of the Getting Started wizard, this kejrword is uploaded to 
the server and stored as part of the user's personal profile); 

The initial login screen provides the interface whaeby the users typically inputs their 
passwords. If a user enters incorrect information, a message such as the one shown in FIG. 22A 
appears. As an addai measure of security, if the user enters incorrect information ten times, the 
system keeps showing the user the above message even if the user enters the correct information. 
The xiser is forced to close and re-open the client to try again (although they won't know this) or 
contact Customer Support If the user enters the information correctiy , the confirmation message 
shown in FIG. 22B is displayed. The "OK'' button closes the client If the user never receives 
the email or the letter, they preferably have to repeat the process to have a new password sent oxit. 
The Customer Support (CS) Manager is able to modify the text of the Reset Sample email by 
going through normal operational email update procedures. 

Once the user gets the temporary password, the user uses it to log in as normal. Once the 
server verifies that the password is valid, an additional check is made to determine whether the 
password that is provided is a temporary or long term password. Ifthe password is a temporary 
password, then the client software launches the change password dialog box, and does not allow 
the box to be closed until the user enters tiie old password and a new one. A Message Log lists 
a history of the messages that a user has received fi-om the provider. This log is accessible from 
the "Accounts" screen, and have the standard layout and capabilities of the other logs within the 
client 

FIG. 23 is an exemplary interface for a Withdraw Meter dialog box. Reason for 
vsdthdrawal combo box allovs^ the user to select a reason why he/she is withdrawing the meter. 
The user can type in their own response or select from any of the following standard responses; 
too expensive, difficulty connecting, too much lost postage due to printing mistake, no support 
. for windowed or pre-addressed envelope, incompatibility with other software, requires printing 
of address and 'stamp' together, no longer have significant mail volume, poor customer siq)port, 
and the like. Future Products used combo box helps better understand why customers are 



wo 02/07104 PCT/USOl/22191 

terminating the provider's service. Specifically, this control allows the user to indicate what 
postal solution he/she will use in the future. The user can type in a response or select from the 
following: regular stamps, postage meter, or alternative Internet Postage product A prompt 
appears in the combo box that reads "<type in or select one>*', if the user chooses to type in a 
response. Address fields define \^diere the reftmd check will go. These fields are pre-populated 
with the user's mailing address, but the user can make any desired changes to the address. Once 
all of tiiese fields are filled in, selecting the OK button submits a request to wi&draw a meter to 
the server. The server processes the appropriate withdrawal forms to the USPS on the user's 
behalf. 

A Postal Meter License \yizard is also provided. This option within the Options screen 
laundies the new Registration wizard (which is a subset of tibe Getting Started wi2^). The 
specific screens that make up the Registration wizard are shown in the process flow of FIG. 24. 
The screens numbers in the process flow of FIG. 24 refer to screens ofFIGs. lOB-lOO ofthe 
Getting Started wizard portion of this document In order to change an address, the us^ selects 
the Change of Address wizard. 

A Setup Digital Scales option is also provided. This new option launches the Seti^ 
Digital Scale dialog box shown in FIG. 25A. This dialog box is used to select and configure 
digital scales. In this dialog box. Select a Scale combo box allows the user to select fi^om a list 
of supported digital scales. This list checks for all scales that are supported, such as the 
Weightronics™ digital scale. Select COM port combo box allows the user to select which COM 
port the digital scale is attached to. The list includes aU of COM ports on the user's system. Web 
Link.button links the user to provider's site. The test button runs a test to make sure that the 
communicatipn to the selected scale on the selected COM port is functional. If the test 
successfully communicates with the scale, the dialog shown in FIG 25B appears. If the test is 
imsuccessful, the dialog box shown in FIG. 25C appears. The system supports the calcvdation 
of postal rates based upon zones. As a result, the system is able to support Express and Priority 
mailings. The implications of zone based postage are discussed in the printing section of this 
document 

Every '*View History" dialog box adds print fimctionality, so that historical reports can 
be printed. Specifically, the View Postage Purchase History, View Postage Printed History, and 
View Messages History all add a Prijat button at the bottom of the screen. The number of events 
that are printed is defined by the purge control, which also controls the mmiber of items that are 
displayed. 

In one embodiment, this client software is web-enabled, i.e., integrated with HTML to 
access web information content areas. For example, Primary Welcome, Online Store, Business 
Tools, Shipping Tools, and Online Support sections can easily be accessed using the HTML 
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integrated client software. Welcome section provides a familiar place to orient the user and 
provides educational tips on how to use the client software. On-line stores such as Buy Supplies 
provide access to the on-line store and follows through with the purchase process. On-line 
Support ftimishes live and HTML support through the component Although HTML is used here 
as an example for web development languages, other web development languages may be used 
as they become available. 

Support includes interactive chats. Shipping Tools page is integration with some shipping 
companies within the client software that enables the user to access the features and services 
available by a shipping company. Busmess Tools is a help and marketing vehicle for informing 
xisers about special services and special deals related to an on-line VBI provider, such as 
Stamps.com. This section can be used by a marketing department to promote special oflfers, 
supply information about the USPS. 

The HTML integration provides for current and fixture integration of a variety of web- 
based applications such as, on-line stores, shipping companies, on-line support and promotional 
deals related to the customers. Integrating the client software with HTML provides a seamless 
experience for most of the actions related to the applications. 

In one embodiment, the HTML integration is carried out using DS Component IE 
Component is a Microsoft™ Internet E>q)lorer™ (IE) Active X object that can be called within 
a program. The IE component is installed as part of the operating system or browser install, and 
resides on the client machine. The user may select a default browser for the client machine. This 
may be any one of many browsers. A HTML action invokes either the IE Component, or the 
default browser if the IE Component is not installed. The client software targets some pre-' 
determined URLs for accessing pre-determined information contents. Web integration may also 
be implemented using JAVA based applets. 

In one embodiment, only pages from approved domains appear within the client software. 
The approved domains are listed on a page residing on a web server. Pages outside of the 
approved domains launch the default browser. The page is retrieved only at the first connection 
of tfae client to an on-line state, and resides in memory. Preferably, no pages defined as a home 
page take the user to a non-appibved domain. The format of the page is standard HTML, except 
each URL is separated by a carriage return. If multimedia is used iii any way within content, 
there may be an alternative way to view the content as static HTML. A link to download the 
multunedia reader, i.e. plug-in, is also available. Using Dynamic HTML (DHTML), multimedia 
content may be fijUy integrated with the client system. 

Pop-iq) windows are of a size that allows the application to be viewed in the backgroxmd. 
These pop-iq) windows are considered modeless, i.e., a user does not have to complete the action 
to return to the appUcation. However, in some cases, a pop-iqp window may have a modal 
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function. These Windows typically allow navigation only in an area consistent with a respective 
content. At the end of that content and on every page, there is an option to close the window, 
shown graphically or as a hyperlink. In these windows, sorolling is typically kept to one screen. 
Typically, the windows do not link outside approved domains. Links outside of the domains 
launch the default browser with fiill functionality. Pop-up windows are preferably used for 
functionality, i.e. lookup tables, or to illustrate a steprby-step process. Typically, closing a pop- 
up window does not close the application, and closing the application does not close the pop-up 
window. 

Preferably, the content for primary sections stays within that section. For example. 
Customer Support and Feedback have no content links to areas outside their sections for On-line 
Support Advertisements and promotions within On-line Support is considered non-primary 
content Welcome may have promotions, but they are not hyperlinked, except to launch the 
default browser. Business Tools and Buy Supplies can have promotions, but once oirtside of the 
primary navigation they spawn the defeult browser. Any search forms or other navigation that 
allows ftee-form surfing through the site is preferably removed- 

FIG. 26 is an exemplary process flow for accessing a function or web page by an off-line 
user (block 2602). If the user clicks on the left navigation, and it is the Welcome Screen, the 
page is displayed. If the desired function is not the Welcome screen, the user accesses the 
function by clicking on an item or logging in, as shown in block 2604. The application dien 
checks to see if the accessed function is a Web function, as shown in block 2606. If it is a web 
function, the application displays a dialog in block 2612 that asks if the \iser wants to connect or 
stay offline. If the user clicks Connect, the operating system activates the default dialing action 
and connects to the Intemet, as shown in blocks 26 1 4 and 2620. If the page is an approved URL, 
the page is displayed within the client If the users decides not to connect to servers and the 
accessed function is a Wixi32 function (block 2616), an error window is displayed. If the 
accessed function is not a Win 32 fimction and the user has a browser, such as IE (block 26 1 8), 
and the accessed fimction is the Welcome page (block 2624), an embedded HTML Welcome 
page is displayed, as shown in block 2626. Otherwise, an error window is displayed (blocks 
2622 and 2628). The Welcome screen is a complete HTML page embedded within the client 

In one embodimmt, if the user clicks Stay OfEline, the system displays the last HTML 
page viewed in that navigational sectioiL If there is no page cached for that section or that 
section hasn't been accessed on-line, a watermark page for offline mode is displayed. If the 
function is a Win32 function, the client checks if it is a function that has to be performed on-line. 
If the function has to be performed on-line, the application shows a dialog that asks the user to 
coimect If the user clicks Coimect, the operating system activates the default dialing action and 
connects to the Intemet The application software antomaticaUy goes on-*line in this scenario. 
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If the users click Stay OfiQine, the application does not go forward, and the dialog for the 
corresponding action is displayed but does not take action. 

If the \iser does not have the IE Component, the Welcome Screen is displayed as a bitmap 
screen. If the user clicks on the left navigation, and it is the Welcome Screen, it displays the 
page. If it isn't, the application checks if it is a Web function. If it is a web function, the 
application spawns the default browser. The left navigation indicates the selection, and the 
watermark with no indication type is displayed. If there is no browser on the system, or the 
browser is damaged, a dialog is displayed that says the function requires an Internet Browser, and 
the application could not &ad one on the systeni. All pages requiring a browser display a 
watermark screen indicating there is no default browser, 

FIG. 27 is an exemplary process flow for accessing a function or web page by an on-line 
\iser (block 2702). If the user has a browser (block 2704), a Welcome Screen which is a HTML 
page, partially embedded and partially dynamic is displayed, as shown in block 2706. If the user 
clicks on the left navigation, and it is the Welcome Screen, the page is displayed. If the user is 
on-line (block 271 0) and the page is an approved URL (block 27 12), the page is displayed within 
the client, as shown in block 2714. If not, m block 271 6, the application launches the default 
browser and the page is displayed ttiere. If an error occurs with the page, an error page embedded 
within the client is displayed. Preferably, the page has a logo in the top left comer and text 
describing the error genericaUy, and is contained within the Win32 portion of 

If the user does not have a browser (block 2704), the Welcome Screen is a bitmap screen^ 
If the user clicks on the left navigation menu item (block 2720), and it is the Welcome Screen, 
the software displays the page. If the menu is not the Welcome Screen, in block 2722, the 
appUcatibn checks if the item is a Web function. If it is a web function, the application spawns 
the defeiilt browser, as shown in block 2724. The left navigation indicates the selection, and the 
watermark is displayed. If the menu item is not a web function, a Win32 function is displayed 
inblock2726. 

In one embodiment, when a user logs on to their cUent software, the following primary 
navigation options invoke an HTML action: Welcome, Buy Supplies, On-line Support, Shipping 
Tools, and Business Tools. If a browser such as, the IE Component is installed, clicking on a 
primary navigation action launches the component The client software displays the tab of the 
activated primary navigation action. If the EE Component is not installed, clicking on a primary 
navigation action launches the default browser. The client displays the tab of the activated 
primary navigation action. The client displays abitmap watermark with a logo and the associated 
illustration centered within the content area. 

In the background, the client software transmits extra information as part of the handshake 
process. This information includes name/value pairs as part of the process that is added to the 
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query string (standard CGI communication). A page is retrieved only at the first cormection of 
the client to an on-line state, and resides in memory. Hie format of the page is standard HTML, 
except each URL is separated by a carriage retum. 

Each primary navigation action that genwates a HTML action uses its own IE component 
to track state. Four IE components are potentially active for the application: Welcome, Buy 
Supplies, On-lirie S\q)port, and Business Tools. If the user navigates within a primary navigation 
action (e.g.. Buy Supplies), the client software vises the cprresponding IE Component If flie user 
clicks on the same primary navigation action, the corresponding IE Component targets the home 
page of that primary navigation actibiL If the user changes jfrom one primary navigation action 
to another, the client software switches to the corresponding components, e.g., froni the Buy 
Supplies IE Component to On-line Support IE Component The IE Component restores flie state 
of the last time that IE Component was activated during the application session. If the user has 
never used the BE Component for that action diiring the session, the IE Component uses the 
primary home page .for that action. No conteiit within one primary navigation action targets the 
content in a separate primary navigation actiori. 

In one embodiment, a complete HTML Window, using the BE Component replaces the 
Win32 secondary navigation with a long tab that contains on the left and the title of that page on 
the far right If the user is on a secured page and the page is loading, a security lock and Loading 
Page appears. If the user is on a secured page and the page is not loading, a security lock only 
appears. This security lock appears on all fimctions of secure actions with Win32 and HTML. 
If the user is on an unsecured page and it is loading, only Loading Page appears. If the user is 
on an unsecured page and it is not loading, no status is shown. 

Browser navigation includes the following buttons: back, forward, stop, refresh, print and 
launch dejfaiilt browser (full browser). Back button returns to the previous page. This button is 
disabled when there is no previous page to retum to. Forward button goes to the next page, if 
cached. This button is disabled when there is no next page cached. Stop button ceases the page 
transfa: from the server. Refresh button reloads the current HTML page. Print button activates 
a print dialog to print the current HTML page. This action only prints the content frame, or the 
HTML page in focus. Launch Defeult Browser button sends the current URL to the default 
browser and launches that browser in the foreground, with the client in the background. Tool tips 
are enabled so vAim the users hover over the navigation, they are identified. 

In the default browser, the information used m the screen header are not transmitted to 
outside applications. The resulting HTML page in the default browser has navigation consistent 
with the external website. Secondary Web Navigation appears as such: active items are indicated 
by a blue arrow, inactive items are indicated by a red arrow. The content frame contains one 
resulting page. Download progress of an HTML page.is also displayed. The progress text is 
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Loading Page (xx%), xx being the progress percentage. All pages iising sensitive information 
are transmitted by SSL. There is an indication that the page is secured through SSL by a lock 
graphic within the lower status bar of die application. Preferably, the default browser does not 
target back to the client. 

In one embodiment, the client software is capable of sujpporting outsourcing on-line stores 
to partners. AU pages v^thin tihis section are encrypted with SSL. This page is accessible from 
the left menu and is the primary page when a user clicks on the Buy Supplies left button. The 
site is preferably contained within one domain. The client software is auto-logged in to the store. 
During the registration process for an on-line store, user information are iq)loaded and made 
available in the on-line store. For example, if h is the user's first time eritry into the store, the 
store creates an automatiic login and password, and stores a cookie on the client's system. This 
cookie can be used in future sessions in both the IE component and with IE, if the user is using 
IE as their default browser. The name and password of the cookie are encrypted. 

The How Tp/s page is accessible from the left menu and is the primary page vdien a user 
clicks ontiixe On-line Support left button. The cohtentmostly is Customer Support and Feedback. 
Some iactions target shippiog functionality. Customer support is accessible from the secondary 
top menu after a user clicks on the On-line Support left button. Feedback is accessible from the 
secondary top menu after a user clicks on the On-line Support left button. 

Shipping Tools is accessible from the left menu, the Shipping Tools home the default 
page. An exemplary Shipping Tools screen is depicted in FIG. 28. The content includes Quick 
Price, Price It, Track It and Help. Price it button compares detail prices between different 
shipping options, carriers and services. Track it, takes a tracking number(s) and provides location 
information. Ship it button pre-processes a package before the package is mailed Other 
elements on the home page include promotional items about shipping. Any content that does not 
target Quick Price, Price It, Track It and Help launches the default browser. 

FIG. 29 is an exemplary screen for Business Tools, Business Tools screen is accessible 
frorn the left menu. The content includes Time-Saving services in Personal Mailroom and 
Insurance, On-line Supply Ordering, and Package Pickiq). In this embodiment, the client 
softvs^e has the ability to provide additional postal services to customers. In one embodiment, 
certified mail, delivery confirmation, insurance, registered mail, and return receipt are provided. 
When a service is selected, the client automatically calculates tiie amount due for the service or 
services, based on some business rules. For example, a business rule for Certified mail provides 
the sender with a mailing receipt This service can be combined with return receipt and made 
available for purchase at an additional fee. Certified mail can only be used with First-CIass Mail 
and Priority Mdl items. A business rule for Delivery confirmation provides information about 
the date and time of delivery or attempted delivery. When using this service, mailers may 
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retrieve delivery status through the Internet or a toU-fiee number. Delivery confirmation can be 
used with Priority Mail and Parcel Post mailings, and may also be combined >vith insured mail 
or registered mail. A business rule for Insurance service provides coverage against loss or 
damage during the shipping or mailing of an item. Insured mail can be combined with delivery 
confirmation, and return receipt. 

An exemplary business rule for Registered mail provides protection and security for 
valuables. This service is available only for items paid at Priority Mail and First-Class Mail 
rates, and may be combined with COD, restricted deHvery, or return receipt. Postal insurance 
is provided for articles with a declared value up to a maximum of $25,000. Only items with no 
declared value may use registry service without insurance. An exemplary business rule for 
Retum Receipt service provides a mailer with evidence of delivery, and also supplies the 
recipient's actual delivery address if it is different firom the address used by the sender. A return 
receipt may be requested before or after deliv^. Retum receipt is available only for use with 
Express Mail, and can be combined with certified mail, mail insured for more than $50, or 
registered mail. 

RG. 30 depicts an exemplary Special Services Dialog. This dialog can be aiccessed fix)m 
Print Postage. As shown, the introduction text reads "Select the Special Services that you would 
like for your mail piece. Please note, when using a Special S^rice you will need to fill out the 
^>propriate USPS form. For more infomiadon, click on tb!e Service's correspoiiding link." The 
. groiq)boxincludesthefollowing checkboxes. Certified Mail iiicludes the text from USPS Form 
3800. This text is highlighted and points to the relevant Help topic. Return Receipt has the text 
fromUSPS Form 3811. This text is highlighted and points to the relevant Help topic. Delivery 
Confirmation includes the text firom USPS Form 1 52. This text is highlighted and points to the 
relevant Help topic. All Help topic show an image of the respective fomi. Registered Mail 
includes the following edit box titled Mail Value. 

Under this checkbox the text USPS Label 200 is located. This text is highlighted and points to 
the relevant Help topic. Insurance includes the Mail Value edit box. Under this checkbox the 
text USPS Label 200 is located. This text is highlighted and points to the relevant Help topic, 
and the Help topic includes an image of the form. A Help button is located at the bottom of the 
Special Services Dialog. 

When running this dialog, the client software checks the selected mail piece in the Print 
Postage dialog. If the mail class is First Class, the Delivery Confirmation checkbox and the 
Retum Receipt checkbox are disabled. If the mail class is Priority Mail, the Retum Receipt 
checkbox is disabled. If the mail class is Express, the Registered Mail checkbox, the Certified 
Mail checkbox, and the Delivery Confirmation checkbox are disabled. If the mail class is Pared 
Post, the Registered Mail checkbox and the Certified Mail checkbox are disabl^^^ When flie user 
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selects Certified Mail, Return Receipt, or Delivery Confirmation, the respective checkbox is 
checked. When the xiser selects Registered Mail, or Insurance, the respective checkbox is 
checked and the cursor is pointed to the entry box. 

If the user insures the item for $50 or more, the client checks to see if the mail piece was 
parcel Post If yes, the Retum Receipt checkbox is enabled. If tiie user insures the item for less 
than $50, the Delivery Confirmation checkbox and the Retum Receipt checkbox are disabled. 
If the user clicks OK, the client checks to see which services are selected. If Certified Mail is 
selected, the appropriate amount is added to the total. If Retum receipt Mail is selected, the 
£q[)propriate amoimt is added to the total. If Delivery Cond5rmation is selected, the appropriate 
amount is added to the total. If Registered mail is selected, the client software calculates the cost 
of the special service based on ib& USPS rate table for Registered Mail. 

If Insurance is selected, the client calculates the cost based on some rate tables, such as 
the USPS rate table for Insurance, and checks the dialog for valid Registered Mail. If the user 
enters a value outside of the acceptable rai^e, an error message appears indicating: 'The value 
of registered items must be between $0 and $25,000." The client checks the dialog for valid 
Insurance. If the user raters a value outside of the acceptable range, an error message appears, 
indicating: "The value of the item you are insuring must be between $0 and $5,000." If all values 
are valid, the dialog is closed. The client then Passes the total amount for the services back to 
the Print Postage dialog and keeps the values in state mtil user has printed postage. 

In one embodiment provided special services include Certificate of Mailing, Certified 
Mail, Collect on Delivery (COD), DeUvery Confirmation, Insured Mail, Money Order, Retum 
Receipt for Merchandise, Registered Mail, Restricted Delivery, and Retum Receipt Certificate 
of Mailing provides evidence of mailing (but not evidrace of receipt). It is purchased at time of 
mailing. Certified Mail provides the sender with a mailing receipt A record is kept at the post 
ofl5ce of delivery. A return receipt can also be. purchased for an additional fee. Collect on 
Delivery (COD) allows mailers to collect the price of goods and/or postage on merchandise 
ordered by addressee vAi&i it is delivered. COD service can be used for merchandise sent by 
First-Class Mail, Express Mail, Priority Mail, and Standard Mail (B). This service may be 
combined with registered mail. Delivery Confirmation provides information about the date and 
time of delivery or attempted delivery. Mailers may retrieve delivery status through tiie Internet 
or a toll-free number. This service is available for Priority Mail, Parcel Post, Bound Printed 
Matter, Special Standard Mail, and Library Mail. 

Insured Mail provides coverage against loss or damage. Coverage up to $5,000 for 
Standard Mail (B) as weU as Standard Mail matter mailed at Priority Mail or First-Class Mail 
rates. For items insured for more than $50, restricted delivery and retum receipt service are also 
available. The amount of insurance coverage for loss is the actual value, less depreciation. 



-42- 



wo 02/07104 PCT/USOl/22191 

Money Order provides safe transmission of money. Return Receipt for Merchandise provides 
the sender with a mailing receipt and a return receipt A delivery record is kept at the post office 
of address, but no record is kept at the ofiBce of raailing. Registered Mail provides maximum 
protection and security for valuables; This service is available only for items paid at Priority Mail 
and First-Class Mail rates ad may be combined with COD, restricted delivery, or retiirn receipt.- 
Postal insurance is provided for articles with a declared value up to a maximuni of $25,000. 

Restricted Delivery permits a mailer to direct delivery only to the addreissee or addressee's 
authorized agent The addressee must be an individual (or natural person) specified by naine. 
This service is available for certified ihail, COD, insured mail, or registered mail. Return Receipt 
provides a mailer with evidence of delivery. This service also supplies the recipient's actual 
delivery address if it is different from the address used by the sender. A retum receiptmay be 
requested before or after delivery. This service is available for Express Mail, certified mail, 
COD, mail insured for more than $50, or registered mail. 

In one embodiment, the present invention provides address override option by the AMS. 
That is, if the address entered or chosen from an address book by the user caimot be successfully 
validated, the USPS Address Matchinjg Database returns a valid city, state, and ZIP information. 
Instead of rejecting the incorrect iaddresses, AMS provides the user with an option to override the 
incorrect address by concatenatmg the validated city, state, and ZIP information and the original 
street information. Also, AMS returns the override address in the address book format that can 
be easily stored in the' respective address book 

FIGs. 3 1 A-3 1 G depict exemplary interfaces for address override. After a user logs on to 
the client system and clicks on Trint Postage" tab within Welcome screen, the exemplary 
interface of FIG. 31 A is shown. The user then enters an address, for example, 123 Address 
Override St Los Angeles, CA 90015. Suppose that this entered address only matches a real 
address with respect to the last line (city, state & zip code). The user then selects a mail class 
(e.g., First-Class Mail radio button) and cHcks "Print Sample..." or "Print Postage...". As a 
resxilt, the dialog box shown in FIG. 3 IB is shown providing to the user the options of accq)ting 
the overridden address ("Accept* 0* canceling out of the dialog ("Cancel"), or editing the result 
for another try at cleansing the address C*Edit")> as shown by the available buttons shown in the 
dialog box of FIG. 31B. The 'TEdit" button takes the user back to the interface screen of FIG. 
3 1 A. An option of saving the address changes to the address book is also provided in interfece 
of FIG. 31B. 

For the case that the user is utilizing an address book, the exemplary interfaces are shown 
in FIGs. 3 1 C-3 1 G. After a user logs on to the client system and clicks on "Addresses" tab, the 
exemplary interfece of FIG. 31C is shown.. The user then selects an address book from the 
"Select Address Book:" drop-down list box, clicks on "New Contact. . and enters the address 



■43- 



. wo 02/07104 PCT/USOl/22191 

informatioiL Similar to the previous example, only tiie city, state & zip code match. The user 
then clicks on "Verify: to get the "Address Override" dialog box, as sho^vn in FIG. 3 IE. Again, 
in the resulting "Address Override" dialog box the user can accept the overridden address, cancel 
out of the dialog, or edit the result for another try at cleansing the address. 

In one embodiment, the. present invention is capable of supporting multiple address 
(contact) verifications, as depicted m FIGs. 31F-31G. From "Print Postage," the user clicks on 
"Address Book" icon. The user then selects multiple contacts jfrom an address book with at least 
one address being an address override example and clicks "OK", as shown in FIG. 3 IF. As a 
result, the "Address Override" dialog box of FIG. 31G is shown for the contact(s) that do not 
match the AMS database but do match the last line address (as in the examples above). An 
option of saving the address changes to the address book is also provided in interface of FIG. 
31G. 

It will be recognized by those skilled in the art that various modifications may be made 
to the illustrated and other embodiments of tiie invention described above, without departing 
firom the broad inventive scope thereof. It will be understood therefore that the invention is not 
limited to the particular embodiments or arrangements disclosed, but is rather intended to cover 
any changes, adaptations or modifications which are within the scope and spirit of the invention 
as defined by the appended claims. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A wel>enabled system for printing a value bearing item (VBI) comprising: 
a web-enabled client subsystem for interfacing with a user comprising; 

a graphical user interface (GUI) for installing software for printing the VBI; 
a GUI for registering the user in the system; and 
a GUI for managing tiie printing of the VBI; and 
a server subsystem capable of conmiunicating with the chent subsysti^^ 
Intemet for authorizing the clicbt subsystem to print flie VBI. 

2. The systiem of claim 1, wherein the VBI bears postage value. 

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the GUI for managing the printing comprises of a 
GUI for providing a plurality of services. 

4. The system of claim 3, wherein the plurality of services includes one or more of 
certified mail, deliveiy confirmation, insurance, registered mail, and retmn receipt 

5. The system of claim 4, further comprising means in the client subsystem for 
calculating an amount due for a selected service based on one or more business rules. 

6. The syst^ of claim 1 , wherein the VBI is one or more of a ticket, a coupon, a 
currency, a voucher, a money order, and a check. 

7- The system of claim 1 , wherein the client subsystem further comprises a GUI for 
displaying the user information including an account iiiformadoii, and making changes to the 
user's infonnatioiL 

8. The system of claim 1 , wherein the client subsystrai further comprises a GUI for 
specifying an address book firom a plurality of address books so that the system can use the 
address book to print addresses. 

9. The system ofclaiml, wherein the seiner subsystem includes an address matchi^ 
module for verifying an address entered by the user. 

1 0. The system of claim 9, wherein the address matdiing module includes auser option 
for overriding an incorrect address. 
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1 1 . The system of claim 1 , wherein the GUI for registering the user comprises of a GUI 
for entering user information. 

The system of claim 1 1 , wherein the user information is uploaded to a web-based 

The system of claim 12, wherein the web-based application includes on-line 

The system of claim 1, further comprising a browser-based GUI for on-line 

The system of claim 1 , wherein the GUI for managing the printing comprises of a 
GUI for displaying a graphical image of the VBI. 

16. The system of claim 1, wherem the GUI for managing the printing comprises of a 
furst GUI for printirig a quality assurance VBI. 

1 7. The system of claim 1 6, further comprising a second GUI for displaying selectable 
choices of a printed quality assurance VBI. 

18. Thesystemofclaiml6,A^ereinthechentsubsystempreventsprintirigoftheVBI 
if the quality assurance VBI is not printed. 

19. The system of claim 1 , wherein the GUI for managing the printing comprises of a 
GUI for troubleshooting selected printihg options. 

20. The system of claim 1 , wherein the GUI for managing the printing comprises of a 
GUI for providing envelope options. 

21 . The system of claim 1, wherein the GUI for managing the printing coniprises of a 
GUI for providing label options. 

22. The system of claim 1, wherein the GUI for managing the printing comprises of a 
GUI for providing postage options. 
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23. An interactive web-enabled postage printing system compris 

a web-enabled installation wizard including a graphical user interface (GUI) for 
downloading and installing software for postage printing from a server connected to a computer 
network; 

a web-enabled registration wizard including a GUI for facilitating the registrati^^ 
with the system; and 

a web-enabled printing wizard including a GUI for fecilitating printing of a postage 
indicium. 

24. The system of claim 23, wherein the registration wizard includes a GUI for 
specifying a payment method. 

25. The system of claim 23 , viierein the registration wizard includes a GUI for entering 
and displaying mformation about the user. 

26. The syst^ of claim 25, ^^erein the user information is uploaded to a web-based 
explication. . 

27. The system of claim 26, wherein the web-based application mcludes on-line 
shopping. 

28. The system of claim 23, further comprising a browser-based GUI for on-line, 
shopping. 

29. The system of claim 23, wherein the installation wzard includes a GUI for 
^ecifying an address book so that the ^stem can use the address book to print addresses. 

30. The system of claim 23 , wherein the server includes an address matching database 
for verifying an address entered by the user. 

.31. Thesystemof claim30,furthercomprisingauseroptionfor9verrid^ 
address. 

32. The system of claim 23, wherein the registration wizard includes a GUI for offering 
the user a plurality of services and selecting by tiie user a service of choice. 
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33. The system of claim 32, wherein the plurality of services includes one or more of 
certified mail, deliveiy confirmation, insurance, registered mail, and return receipt. 

34. The system of claim 33, further comprising means for calculating an amount due 
for the selected service based on one or more business rules. 

35. The system of claim 23, wherein the printing wizard includes a GUI for displaying 
a graphical image of a sample postage on an envelope. 

36. The system of claim 23, wherein the printing wizard includes a first GUI for 
printing a quality assurance VBI. 

37. The system of claim 36, further comprising means for preventing printing tiie VBI 
if the quality assurance VBI is not printed. 

38. The system of claim 36, further comprising a second GUI for displaying selection 
choices of the shape of a printed quality assurance postage sample. 

39. The system .of claim 23, whereih the printing wizard includes a GUI for 
troubleshooting selected printing options. 

40. The system of claim 23, wherein the printing wizard includes a GUI for providing 
envelope options. 

41 . The system of claim 23, wherein the printing wizard includes a GUI for providing 
label options. 

42. The system of claim 23, wh^in the printing wizard includes a GUI for providing 
postage optionis. 

43 . A method for printing a value bearing item (VBI) over the Internet including a web- 
enabled client system and a server system, the method comprising the steps of: 

displaying a first GUI by the client system for registering a user; 
establishing communication with the server via the Intemet; 
entering user information in tiie client system; and 
communicating the entered user information to the server. 
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44. The method of claim 43 further comprising the steps of: 

displaying a second GUI by the client system including printing options for managing the 
printing of the VBI; 

selecting one or more printing options from the second GUI; and 
printing &e VBI according to the selected one or more printing options. 

45. Themethodof claim 44, wherein the step of printmg the VBI CO 
a postage value. 

46. The method of claim 44, wherein the step of printing the VBI comprises printing 
one or more of a ticket, a coupon, a currency, a voucher, a money order, and a check. 

47. The method of claim 43, further comprising displaying a third GUI for installing 
software for printing the VBI. 

48. The method of claim 43, wherein the step of displaying a first GUI compriseis 
displaying a GUI for entering user's infomiation. 

49. The method of claim 48, wherein the user infomtiation is uploaded to a web-based 
application. 

50. The method of claim 49, wherein the web-based application includes on-line 
shopping. 

51. The method of claim 43, further comprising displaying a browse-based GUI for 
on-line shopping. 

52. The method of claim 43, wherein the step of displaying a first GUI comprises 
displaying a GUI for displaying user infomiation including an accoiint infomiation. 

53. The method of claim 52, wherein the account infomiation includes an account 
balance. 

54. The method of claim 43, further comprising the step of verifying an address by the 
server system entered by the user. 
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55. The method of claim 43, vsiiereiii the step of verifying an address comprises 
overriding an incorrect address. 

56. The method of claim 43, wherein the step of displaying a first GUI comprises . 
displaying a GIH for ofifering the user a plurahty of services. 

57. The method of claim 43, wherein the plurality of services includes one or more of 
certified mail, delivery confirmation, insurance, registered mail, and return receipt 

58. The method of claim 57 fixrther comprising the step of calculating an amoimt due 
for a selected service based on one or more business rules. 

59. The method of claim 43, wherein the step of displaying a first GUI comprises 
displaying a GUI for canceling a registration process. 

60. The method of claim 44, wherein the step of displaying a second GUI comprises . 
displaying a GUI for displaying a graphical intiage of the VBI. 

61 . The method of claim 44, wherein thie step of displaying a second GUI comprises 
displaying a QA GUI for printing a quality assurance VBI. 

62. The method of claim 61, further comprising the step of preventing printing 
if the quality assurance VBI is not printed. . 

63. The method of claim 44, further comprising displaying a third GUI for displaying 
selectable choices of the shape of a printed sample VBI. 

64. The method of claim 44, wherein the step of displaying a second GUI comprises 
displaying a GUI for providing envelope options. 

65. The method of claim 44, wherein the step of displaying a second GUI comprises 
displaying a GUI for providing label options. 

66. The method of claim 44, wherein the step of displaying a second GUI comprises 
displaying a GUI for providing postage options. 
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67. The method of claim 43, further comprising the step of displaying a second GUI 
for the user to withdraw the user's account. 

68. The method ofciaim 44, wherein the step ofselecting one or more printing options 
comprises the steps of: 

prompting the user to place an envelope in a printer; * 

displaying a plurality of patterns, wherein only one of the plurality of patterns completely 
prints onto the envelope fed through the printer, 

selecting one of the plurality of displayed patterns based upon which pattem appears to 
the user; and 

ascertaining if the printer feeds envelopes from the top, center, or bottom based, on the 
selected pattern. 
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INTERNET OPTIONS 
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FIG.6C 
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FIG. 7 A 
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FIG, 7C 
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TO OFFER OUR SERVICE TO YOU. 



II SIGN UP ON THE WEB \ 



wo 02/07104 



PCT/OSOI/22191 



11/74 



FIG.9A 

SERVICE #1 PERSONAL INFO 



|REaSTRAT10N WIZARD 



stainpH 



'.com 



1.START 



stamps 



^ Sm/ICESIGNUP 



Z REGISTER WITH 
STAMPS.OOM 

i APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. RNISH 



RRST. YOU m NEED TO REGISTER VATH STAMPS.COM AND SIGN 
UP FOR AN INTERNET POSTAGE SERVICE PLAN. 

PLEASE nu. IN THE PERSONAL INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING 
PAGES FOR USE IN TTflS REGISTRATION PROCESS^ 



FIRST NAME: 
LAST NAME:] 
PHONE: 
EMAIL: 



^ HIDOUE INITIAL- 



2 FAX:] 



STAMPSCOM mi SEND AU INVaCES VIA EUAIL SO PLEASE 
BE SURE THIS EUAL ACCOUNT IS ONE YOU CHECK OFTEN. 



iQ SEND ME INFORMATION ABOUT STAMPSlCOM AND ITS PARTNERS. 



i <BACK B il NEXT> i II CANCEL I 





FIG.9B 




SERVICE §^ ADDRESSES 


REGISTRATION VKI2AR0 



stampsi 

j . icom 

Ilstart 

Z REGISTER WTH 
STAMP&OOM 

3. APPLY TO A 

POSTAL MENU 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. RNISH 



stamps 



1^ SERVICE SIGN UP 



PLEASE ENTER THE PmSCAL ADDRESS WHERE THIS COMPUTER IS LOCATED 



AODRESS:^^ 
OTY: 



STATE: [ 



PIEASE PROVIDE YOUR UAIUKG ADDRESS. 

Q USE PHYSICAL ADDRESS 

ADDRESS: r 
OTY: i 
STATE: 




Il <BACK II jl NEXT> B |l CANCEL f 
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FIG.9C 



SERVICE #2o SORRY, BAD ZIP 



REQSTRATION WIZARD 




stamps! 


SORRY. INTERNET POSTAGE IS NOT YET AVAILABLE IN YOUR ZIP COOL 




ISTART 

Z REGISTER WnH 
STAMPS.OQM 


PLEASE CLICK OH THE BUTTON BELOW TO \ASIT (XJT VliEB SITE. WEP£ 
YOU CAN SON UP TO BE NOTIHED VIA EMAIL WHEN WE WILL BE ABLE 
TO OFFER OUR SERVICE TO ifOU. 




i APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL METER 


rilGN UP ON THE WEB 1 




4. TEST PRINTER 






5. RMISH 


■ - ■ ■ .- ■ , 








1 <BACK it ll RNISH |j ll CANCEL 1 



FIG.9D 

SERVICE #3 USER NAME/ PASS 



REGISTRATION WZARO 




stampsi 

Acorn 

1.START 

Z REGISTER VHTH 
STAMPS.COM 

i APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5i FINISH 


stamps 

.com SERMCESIGNUP 


EVERY TIME THAT YOU LOG INTO THE STAMPSCOM SERVICE. YOU WHL 
NEED: TO PROVIDE A UNIQUE USER NAME AND PASSWORD IN ORDER TO 
PROTECT YOUR ACCOUNT. ENTER A USER NAME 

USER NAME ll 1 

PLEASE SELECT A PASSWORD. YOUR PASSWORD MUST BE AT lEAST 6 
CHARACTERS N LENGTH. AND CONTAIN AT LEAST ONE lETlER AND ONE NUUBER. 

PASSWORD ll ( 
RETYPE PASSWORDIi II 

1 <BACK 1 : NEXT> 1 I CANCEL 1 
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FIG.9E 

SERVICE #4 ENTER KEY WORD 



REGISTRATION VWZARD 



stamps! 

1.START 

1 1 REGtSIER WIIH 
STAMPS.COM 

i APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRirnER 

5. RNISH 



stamps 



SSmESKSNUP 



PLEASE SELECT ONE OF THE QUESTIONS BaOW THAT ONLY YOU 
WOULD KNOW THE ANSWER TO. AND THEN ENTER AN ANSWER IN 
THE FORM OF OTHER A WORD OR PHRASE 

THIS SECRET CODE WILL BE USED TO RETRIE\C YOUR PASSWORD IF 
YOU EVER LOSE IT. 



SELECT A qUESWON: 

I 



ENTER YOUR SECRET CODE RESPONSE: 



c 



y NEXT> I g. CANCEL I 



I REGISTRATION WIZARD 



FIG.9F 

SERVICE #5 USER CAT/COMP. INFO 



stamps! 

^com 

1.START 

2. ISGISTER WITH 
STAMPS.COM 

i APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. RNISH 



stamps 

^com 



SERVICE S/GW UP 



IN ORDER TO HELP STAMPSlOOM BET1ER SERVICE YOUR UNIQUE POSTAGE 
NEEDS. PLEASE SUPPLY US WITH THE FOLLOWING INFORMATIOM. 

SELECT WHICH CAIEOORY BEST DESCRIBES HOW YOU WILL USE THIS SERVICE 
©PERSONAL / INDHADUAL USE 
OHOME OFFICE(CORPORATE WORK. TELECOMMUTING) 

OHOME-BASED BUSINESS 
OOmCE-BASEO BUSINESS 

ENTER YOUR COMPANY INFORMATION BaOWL 
COMPANY NAME: 



J OF EMPLOYEES: [ 
INDUSTRY SIC COOL'j 











1 mil 



B <BACK l| H NEXT> fl 
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FIG.9G 

SERVICE §& MONTHLY USAGE 



REQSTRATION WIZARD 



■.com 



1.START 



IREGiSIERWIH 
STAMPS.COU 

3. APPLY FOR A 

POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. RNISH 



stamps 

^com 



SERVICE SIGN UP 



ON AVERAGE. HOW MUCH DO YOU SPEND ON POSTAGE EACH MONTH? 
(POSTAGE WaUOES USPS CLASSES OF MAL-nRST CLASS. PRIORITY. AND 
EXPRESS BUT DOES NOT INaUDE NON-USPS OVERNIGHT / PACKAGE- 
DEUVERY SER\«CES SUCH AS FEDEX OR UPS) 

DO YOU CURRENTLY LEASE OR RENT A TRADIllONAL POSTAGE METER? 
OVES 



inOO 1^ % LETIERS (STANDARD ENVaOPES) 
||__0_|^1 % LETTERS (WINDOW / PREPRINTED ENVELOPES) 
II Oieil % FLATS (MAGAZINES, UNFOLDED LETTERS) 
il 01^ % PARCELS (BOXES) 



II <BACK I n NEXT> 8 





FIG.9H 




SERVICE #7 SELECT PLAN 


REGISTRATION WIZARD 


1 



stampsl 

^com 

1.START 

Z REiGIStER WTH 
STAMPS.CQM 

3. APPLY FOR A 

POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRINTER 
SlRNISH 



stamps 

loom 



^ SERVICE SIGN UP 



STAMPS.COM OFFERS A VARIETY OF INTERNET POSTAGE SERVICE 
PLANS FROM WflCH YOU CAN CHOOSE. EACH PLAN OFFERS DIFFERENt 
BENEFITS^ AND EACH HAS A DIFFERENT CONVENIENCE FEE S1RUCTURL 



SELECT A SERWCE PLAN 




i <BACK a II NEXT> Il 11 CANCEL I 
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I REdSTRATION WIZARD 



FIG.9I 

SERVICE #8 SRV PLAN AGREEMENT 



Stampsj, 1 stamps^ 



1.START 

Z REGISTER W1H 
STAMPS.OQM 

i APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL MEIER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. FINISH 



SERVICE SIGN UP 



PLEASE READ THE SERVICE PLAN CONTRACT BaOW AND INDICATE 
WHETHER OR NOT YOU ACCEPT ITS TERMS. 



Ol ACCEPT 01 DO NOT ACCEPT 



I <BACK i II NEXT> i 



FIG;9J 



CANCEL 




YOU CANNOT COMPLETE THE REGISTRATION 
PROCESS UNLESS YOU AGREE TO THE TERMS OF 
THE SERVICE PLAN CONTRACT. WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO GO BACK AND REVIEW THE CONTRACT AGAIN 
OR CANCEL THE CHANGE OF SERVICE PLANS ? 



GO BACK 



CANCEL 
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FIG.9K 

SERVICE #9 PAYMENT INFO NOTHING SELECTED MODE 



REGISTRATION WIZARD 



Istamps 



'.com 



l.START 



|Z REOSIER WTH 
STAMPSCOU 

i APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

Sl RNISH 



stamps 

Icom 



SBWlCESmUP 



PLEASE SELECT A MEANS OF PAYMENT TO BE USED FOR BOTH THE 
PURCHASE OF POSTAGE AND FOR THE PAYMENT OF CONVENIENCE FEiES. 



PAYMENT TWE:[ 



ll utxl> I 



FIG.9L 

SERVICE #9o PAYMENT INFO CREDIT CARD SELECTED MODE 



REGISTRATION WIZARD 



1.START 

Z REGtSIER WITH 
STAMPaOOM 

3. APPLY FOR A 

POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. RNISH 



stamps 



^ SERVICESIGNUP 



PLEASE SELECT A MEANS OF PAYMENT TO BE USED FOR BOTH THE 
PURCHASE (TPOSIAGE ATP RKTI€PAYUERT<rC(MVDnENff 

PAYMENT TYPE: j ^ 



m 



CARDHOLDER NAME: [ 

card; 

EXP. DATE: 



1 




MONTH: 



PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR BtUJNG ADDRESS FOR THIS ACCOUNT. 

□ USE MAUNG ADDRESS 

ADDRESS 
QTY: 



STATE: 



ZIP:£ 



i <BACK J II NEXT> 



II CANCEL i| 
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FIG.9M 

SERVICE i9b PAYMENT INFO NOTHING SELECTED MODE 



REGISTRATION WIZARD 



■.com 



stamps 



SERVICE SIGN UP 



t.START 



PLEASE SELECT A MEANS OF PAYMENT TO BE USED FOR BOTH THE 
PURCHASE OF POSTAGE AND FOR THE PAKMENT OF CONVENIENCC FEES. 



I Z REGtSIER VHTH 
STAMPS.COM 

3. APPLY FOR A 

POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRIN TER 

5. RNISH 



PAYMENT TYPE: 



NAME ON ACCT.:^ 
ABA ROUTlNGf: [ 
ACCOUNT^. C 
BANK NAME: [ 



ACCOUNT TYPE: 0 CHECKING 
© SAVINGS 



II <BACK 8 B NEXT> ll y CANCEL II 



FIG.9N 

SERVICE #10 PURCHASE POSTAGE 



REGISTRATION WIZARD 



stamps! 

^com 

1.START 

Z REfilSTER VBIH 
STAMPS.PQM 

1 APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. FINISH 



stamps 

Acorn 



SBmXSIGNUP 



BEFORE YOU CAN BEGM PRINUNG POSTAGE..YOU NEED TO HAVE A 
BALANCE OF POSTAGE M YOUR ACCOUNT. 

HOW MUCH POSTAGE WOULD YOU UKE TO PURCHASE AT THIS TIME? 



© $ 10 
© $ .25 
© $ 50 
© $ 100 
O $ 200 
©OTHER 



□ 



Liigxi>J 
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FIG. 1 0A 

I GETTING STARTED WIZARD-REGISTRATION WZARD COMPONENT 



-1010 




^1012 



1013 



-101 4 



UCENSE 




UCENSE jf3 


#2 




BUS 


ID 




QUESTIONS 2 



UCENSE |3a 
AUTHORITY FOR 
CHECK WRITING 



END USER 



1015- 



UCENSE 
SS# 



1016 



UCENSE f5 

OTHER 
UCENSE ? 



1018 



C 



UCENSE |6 




UCENSE |7 




UCENSE |8 


EVER 




SUMMARY 




SUBMITTING 


REVCIU(ED ? 




SCREEN 




INFORMATION 





102 3 ^1024 
NO 



UCENSE #9 
VERIFICATION AND 
VO.C0ME PT 



CONTINUE' 
WITH PRINT] 
SETUP 
WZARD. 



1020 



-1028 



NO^ 



IN ACH 
THOMPSON 
CHECK 

9. 



. 'tRROT , 
IN CREDIT . 
sfARO PROCESSINGv 

9 



1030 





YES 




YES 




ERROR 




ERROR 




ERROR 


ACH 




CREDIT 




USER 




CARD 




NAME 



ERROR 
IN USER 
.NAME> 
t/ 
lYES 



1031 



1032 



wo 02/07104 
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FIG. 1 0B 

LICENSE #1 VERIFICATION AND WELCOME ML 



REGISTRATION VWZARD 



stam^ 

" ^cpr 

1.START 

2. REaSTER WTH 
STAUPS.COM 

3. APPLY FOR A 

POSTAL MEIER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. F1NISH . 



UNITED STATES 
POSTAL SERV7CE 



METER 
iXBiSE 
/mJCATlON 



IN THE NEXT STEP, THIS WZARD WILL ASSIST YOU IN SUBMITTING A 
METER LICENSE APPUCATIOM WTH THE USPS. 

THIS PROCESS GENERATES AN OmOAL USPS METER LICENSE. 
APPUCAHON FORM AND MUST THEREFORE BE RESPONDED TO VHTH 
COMPLEIE ACCURACY. 



<BACK i 





FIG. IOC 






LICENSE #2 LICENSE ID 




REGISTRATION WIZARD 




1 




1.START 

i REGISTER WTH 
STAMPS.COM 

i APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL MHER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. FINISH 



I UNfTED STATES 
POSTAL SERVICE 



METER 
LICENSE 
APPUCKTm 



ENTER A BUSINESS IDENTIFICATION NUMBER FOR YOUR COMPANY. 
FIRST/SEl£CT A TYPE OF BUSINESS DENTIFKAIION NUMBER. 
AND THEN ENTER THAT NUMBER FOR YOUR COMPANY. 



B TAX ID # 
© EIN 

© SOQAL SECURITY # \ 



1 


\ 


1. 


I 


1 i 



ll <BACK I 



wo 02/07104 PCT/USOl/22191 

20/74 . 



FIG. 1 0D 

UCENSE #3 BUS. QUESTIONS 2 


REQSTRATION WIZARD ■• T 1 


IstampH 

i ^com 


f-=^>=,iuNnE) STATES .*=^=^^r^ 




1. START 

1 REQSTER WITH 
STAMPS.COM 

3. APPLY FOR A 

POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRINTER 
SlFINISH 


DOES YOUR BUSINF^ ANTinPAiF unFRrn UAH AT mcmiiMT daitco 

OYES ®N0 
nnr^ YTVIR RII^MTCC uaut tu AinunotTATinM TA Iter DrDtnT 
IMPRINTS AT THIS OR ANY OTHER POST OFRCE ? 

OYES ©NO 

DOES YOUR BUSINESS PREPARE AND/OR MAH FOR OTHER (THIRD) PARTIES. 
OYES ©NO 






ll <BACK l| 4 NEXT> l| || CANCEL ll . 


FIQ.10E 

UCENSE #3a AUTHORITY FOR CHECK WRITING 


REGISTRATION WIZARD 




Stamps! 1 

^com 


1 f:^^ UmWSTATES >«s=*^=r^ *<E7ER 




I^TART 

IREQSTERVBTH 
STAMPS.COM 

i APPLY FDR A 
POSTAL MEIER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

SlRNISH 


ARE YOU A CORPORATE OFFICER OR A PERSON WHO HAS EXPRESS 
AUTHORITY WTHIN YOUR CORPORATION/BUSINESS TO SIGN CHECKS ? 

©YES. ONO 

PLEASE ENTER THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ABOUT A PERSON WITH 
SUCH AUTHORITY. 

FIRST NAMErll MARK l| MIDDLE INITIAL-^"!! 
LAST NAME: ll STIER J 
TITLE: i ( . 
PHONE: 1 •( 






li <BACK ( p NEXT> i f CANCEL l| 
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B REGISTRATION WIZARD 



FIG. 1 0F 

LICENSE #4 SOQAL SECURITY # 



stampH 1^ 

^com B i^^-J^ 



' UNITED STATES 
' POSTAL SERVICE 



METER 
UCENSE 
APPUCAVON 



1.START 



2. REQSTER WTH 
STAMPS.COM 

3. APPLY FOR A 

POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. FINISH 



THE USPS REQUIRES THAT YOU PROVIDE YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY 
NUMBER IN ORDER TO PROCESS YOUR METER UCEMSE REQUEST. 



SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: [ 



<BACK I I NEXT> j j CANCEL ll 



FIG.10G 

LICENSE #5 OTHER UCENSE ? 



REGISTRATION VIAZARO 



stamps 

LStART 

Z REGISTER WTH 
STAMPS.COM 

i APPLY FDR A 
POSTAL MEIER 

4. TEST PRIN TER 

Si RNISH 



UNITED STATES 
POSTALSERVICE 



MEIER 
liCSVSE 



DO YOU CURRENTLY HOLD ANY OTHER USPS METER UCENSE AT THIS 
OR ANY OTHER POST OFOCE ? : 

OYES ©NO 



PLEASE ENTER THE OTHER POSTAGE METER UCENSES YOU HOLD. 
UCENSE NUMBER UCENSE NUMBER 

t.| 
2. 




il <BACK 11 (I NEXT> || 



wo 02/07104 
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P REGISTRATION WIZARD 



FIG. 1 0H 

LICENSE #6 EVER REVOKED ? 



stamps 



.com 



' UNTfED STATES 
' POSl'AL SERVICE 



METER 
UCGNSE 
APPUCATION 



1. START 



1 Z REQSTER WITH 
STAMPS.COM 

1 3t APPLY FOR A 
'POSTAL MEIER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

SlRNISH 



HAVE YOU EVER HAD A POSTAGE METER UCENSE REVOKED ? 

OYES ©NO 

PIEASE PROVIDE SPEORC DETAILS. AT A UiNUUM PRO\ADE THE 
POSTAGE METER UCENSE NUMBER. DATE OF REVOCATION. AND NAME OF 
THE UCENSING POST OFRCL 



« <BACK I 



FIG. 101 

UCENSE #7 SUBMIT 



REGISTRATION WIZARD 



stampl 




'.cor 



I^TART 



2. REGISTER WITH 
STAMPS.COM 

i APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL MEIER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5i RNISH 



f (W/TED STATES 
POST>U.SERV^ 



METER 
UCENX 
APPUCATION 



BEFORE SUBMITTING YOUR METER UCENSE APPUCATION. PLEASE REVIEW THE 
ANSWERS YOU PROMDED FOR ACCURACY: THE USPS RGQUIRES 1HAT All 
INFORMATION SUBMITTED IS ACCURATE. 

IF ANY INFORMATION IS INOQRRECT. SELECT IHE "BACK* BUTTON TO RETURN TO THE 
APPROPRIATE SCREEN AND CHANGE THE INFORMATION. 



APPUCANtS NAME: MARK A. STIER 

PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 

28341 LA BAJADA 

LACUNA NIGUEL. CA. 92677-7057 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

28341 U BAJADA 
. UGUNA NIGUEL. CA. 92677-7057 



1 1 VERIFY THAT THE INFORMATION SHOWl IS TRUTHFUL AND ACCURATE 



i <BACK P IISUBMIT NOWH y CANCEL j 
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FIG.10J 

LICENSE j!l8 SUBMITTING INFORMATION 



REGISTRATION WIZARD 




WNITB) STATES 
^ POSTAL SBWICE 



METER 
LK^iSE 
APPUCAWN 



1.START 

2. REGISTER VflTH 
STAMPS.COM 

i APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. FINISH 



PLEASE WAIT WHILE WE SUBMIT YOUR REQSIRAHON AND METER 
LICENSE APPUCATION. 



SELECT NEXT TO CONTINUE 



B NEXT> II 



CANCEL 



F I G.I OK 

ERROR DISPLAY 



REGISTRATION WIZARD 



stampl 



.COI 



1.START 



I Z REGISTER WITH 
STAMPS.COM 

3. APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL MEIER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. RNISH 



UNTTED STATES 
POSTAL SERVICE 



METER 
I/CENSE 
APPUCATION 



STAMPS.COM HAS ENCOUNTERED PROBLEMS IN PROCESSING THE 
INFORMATION THAT YOU HAVE SUPPUED. THE FOLLOWING ERROR 
WAS ENCOUNTERED. 



DYNAMICALLY DISPLAY THE ERROR RETURNED BY THE SERVER. 



SELECT NEXT TO CORRECT THIS ERROR. 



y <BACK i II NEXT> l| t CANCEL ll 
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FIG.10L 

ERROR DIALOG USER NAME 



[REGISTRATION WIZARD 



stampsi 



.cx)m 



1.START 



2. REaSTER WITH 
STAMPaCOM 

i APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. FINISH 



stamps 



SERVICE SIGN UP 



THE USER NAME THAT YOU ENTERED IS NOT AVAILABLE SINCE IT IS ALREADY 
BEING USED BY ANOTHER STAMPS.COM CUSTOMER. PLEASE ENTER ANOTHER 
USER NAME OR SELECT THE 'SUGGEST BUHON AND STAMPS^COM WLL 
PROVIDE YOU WITH A UNIQUE USER NAME 



USER NAME: [ 



1 l SUGGEST... i 



II <BACK I y NEXT> B H CANCEL I 



FIG.10M 

ERROR DIALOG BAD ACH 



REQSTRATION WZARO 



stampsj 

1.START 

ZRBGIS1ERW11I 
STAUP&COU 

i APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL MEIER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. RNISH 



stamps 



SBWICESIGNUP 



PLEASE SELECT A MEANS OF PAYMENT TO BE USED FOR BOTH THE 
PURCHASE OF POSTAGE AND FOR THE PAYMENT OF CONVENIENCE FEES 
PAYMENT TYPE: 



NAME ON ACCT.- 
ABAROUTINGj: 
account;: 
BANK NAME 

ACCOUNT TYPE: 



IPREFILL 


HI 




IIPREFILL 


1 


II PRE FILL 


\ 


IPRE FIL . 




IIPREFILL 





© CHECKING 
© SAVINGS 



wo 02/07104 
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FIG. 1 0N 



ERROR DIALOG CREDIT CARD REJECTED 



REGISTRATION WIZARD 



IstampsI" 

1.START 

2. REQSTER W1H 
STAMPaOOM 

i APaVFOR A 
POSTAL MEIER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. RNCSH 



stamps 

^com 



SEFMCESIGNUP 



PLEASE SELECT A MEANS OF PAYMENT TO BE USED FOR BOTH THE 
PURCHASE OF POSTAGE AND FOR THE PAYMENT OF CONVENIENCE FEES 
PAYMENT TYPE: 



CAROHOIOER NAME:[ 
CAROf 

EXa DATE: MONTH: 



Z 



YEAR:| 

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR BILUNG ADDRESS FOR THIS ACCOUNT. 

Q USE MAIUN6 ADDRESS 

ADDRESS: 
QTY: 
STATE 



HZIP:[ 



H <BACK II ll NEXT> H 



FIQ.100 

SERVICE #9 VERIFICATION AND WELCOME PT 



REGISTRATION WIZARD 



^ UNITEDSTATES 
' POSTAL SERVKX 



METER 
IXENSE 
APPLICATION 



1.START 

2. REGISTER WITH 
STAMPS.COM 

3. APPLY FOR A 

POSTAL MEIER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. FINISH 



YOUR METER UCENSE APPUCATION HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULLY 
SUBMITTED. 

THE UCENSE SHOULD BE PROCESSED IN APPROMMATRY 
XXXXXXX HOURS. AT THIS TIME. YOU WLL BE ABIE TO USE ALL OF 
THE FUNCnONAUTY AVAILABIE FROM STAMPSCOM. 



THE NEXT STEP IS TEST YOUR PRINTER AND DETERMINE WHETHER OR 
NOT YOUR PRINTER CAN PRINT POSTAGE THAT MEETS USPS 
REQUIREMENTS. SELECT "NEXT AND THE WIZARD WBi ASSIST 
YOU IN THIS PROCESS. 



NEXT> i 
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FIG.11C 

PRINTER #1 SELECT DEFAULT PRINTER 



STAMPS.COM INTERNET POSTAGE REGISTRATION 



stamps! 



'.cx)m 



1.START 



2. REGISTER VIIITH 
STAMPS.COM 

i APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

aFINISH 



UNUED STATES 
POSTAL SERVICE 



MBER 
LX^ENSE 
AmJCAWN 



PLEASE SELECT A DEFAULT PRINTER TO BE USED FOR PRINUNG POSTAGE 



DEFAULT PRINTER: [ 



'm 



IN ORDER. TO ENSURE THAT THE SELECTED PRINTER IS ABLE TO 
PRINT IN -ACCORDANCE WTH USPS REQUIREMENTS. WE WLL 
NEED TO PRINT ONE OR MORE SAMPLE PIECES OF POSTAGE AS. 
WELL AS A REAL PIECE OF POSTAGE 

SELECT "NEXT TO CONTINUE 



y <BACK I I NEXT> I 



FIG.11D 

PRINTER #2 PRINT ONTO 



STAMPS.COM INTERNET POSTAGE REGISTRATION 



stamps! 

1.START 

Z REQSTER WITH 
STAMPSCOM 

I3.APPLYFDRA 
POSTAL MEIER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

Sl FINISH 



UNnED STATES 
POSTAL SERVICE 



METER 
UCBTSE 



SELECT THE SIZE OF THE ENVaOPES THAT THE POSTAGE 
Ml BE PRINTED ONTO. 



PRINT ONTO: 



m 



WOULD YOU UKE THE RETURN ADDRESS TO BE PRINTED ON THESE 
ENVELOPES? (SELECT NO IF YOU ARE USING ENVELOPES WITH 
A PREPRINTED RETURN ADDRESS) 

©YES 
ONO 



i <BACK I! II NEXT> i ll CANCEL B 
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FIG. 11 E 

PRINTER #3 INSERT ENVELOPE 



STAMPS.COM INTERNET POSTAGE REGISTRATION 




1.START 

Z REQSTER WTH 
STAMPS.COU 

i APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

i FINISH 



UNnB) STATES 
' POSTAL SERVICE 



METER 
UCENSE 
AfPUCAnON 



MAKE SURE THAT AN ENVELOPE IS PLACED IN YOUR PRINTER FEEDER. 
AND SELECT "NEXf TO PRINT A SAMPLE PIECE OF POSTAGE ONTO THE 
ENVELOPE 




I <BACK ^ 



iMg|*!*«i 



FIG. 1 1F 

PRINTER #4 COMPARE SAMPLE 



REGISTRATION VW2ARD 



stampsl 

1.START 

Z RECITER VMTH 
STAMPS^COM 

13. APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRMTER 

5. FINISH 



^ mnED STATES 
POSTAL SERVICE 



METER 
IKXNSE 
APPUCATKM 



PLEASE COMPARE THE SAMPLE PIECE OF POSTAGE TO THE ENVIOPE 
SHOWN IN THE GRAPHIC BELOWL DIO YOUR SAMPLE CORRECTLY PRINT 
ITEMS 1 THROUGH 5 SHOWN BELOW? 



STAMPS.COM 

2900. 31ST. ST. S1E.tS0 

SANTA MONICA, CA.g0405-303S 



I 



C§5 



$0,004 

«C 1^ MM 



INSERT EXISTING G 



P>:tt/OID 




1 ^S:2v-gsk2j??.:S';^? 





II.I..D llllllll lllltlllllllllllllllllllll lluillllMllll 

STAMPS.CX)M 

2900 31ST. ST. STE.150 

SANTA MONICA, CA.90405-3035 



OYES ONO 



<BACK I i NEXT> 



|1 CANCEL B 
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FIG.11G 

PRINTER #5 PRINT QA ENV. 



REGtSTRAHON WIZARD 




1.START 



2. REQSTER WITH 
STAMPS.COM 

3. APPLY FOR A 

POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. FINISH 



^ UNTTED STATES 
' POSTAL SERVICE 



LICENSE 
APPIXAWN 



NEXT. THE WZARO WL PRINT AN ACTUAL PIECE OF POSTAGE 

THE USPS REQUIRES THAT YOU MAIL IN THIS ACTUAL RECE POSTAGE 
SO THAT THE USPS CAN CONFIRM THAT YOUR PRINTER PRINTS POSTAGE 
THAT MEETS MIR SPEanCATlOMS. THIS IS REFERRED TO AS A 
"QUAUTY ASSURANCE* ENVELOPE 

MAKE SURE THAT AN ENVaOPE IS PLACED IN YOUR PRINTERS FEED 
TRAY. THEN SELECT TO PRINT A QUAUTY ASSURANCE ENVELOPE 




NOTE: SINCE THE QUAUTY ASSURANCE ENVaOPE MUST WaUDE 
VAUO POSTAGE(BY USPS REGULATIONS). YOUR ACCOUNT WILL BE 
DEBITED FOR THIS POSTAGE 



I N^XV> J 





FIG.11H 




PRINTER #6 MAIL QA ENV. 


REGISTT^TION WIZARD 


1 



stamps! 

■com 

1.START 

2. REGSTER W TH 
STAMPSCOM 

3. APPLY FOR A 

POSTAL METER 

4. TCSTPRMIER 

5. FINISH 



UNITED STATES 
POSTAL SBiVICE 



METER 
LKENSE 
APPUCKim 



IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU PLACE THE QUAUTY ASSURANCE ENVELOPE 
INTO A MAILBOX. IF YOU 00 NOT MAD. IN THIS ENVaOPE YOUR METER 
MAY BE REVOKED BY THE USPS 




wo 02/07104 



31/74 



PCT/USOl/22191 



FIG.11I 

PRINTER #7 WHAT PRINTED ONTO ENV. 



REQSTRATION WIZARD 



stamps! 

1.START 

2. REQSTER WITH 
STAMPS.COM 

i APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRINTER 

5. FINISH . 



UNHED STATES 
POSTiUSERWCE 



METER 
UCBiSE 
APPUCAim 



EXAMINE THE SAMPLE ENVaOPE THAT JUST PRINTED. SELECT 
THE SHAPE THAT PRWTEO COMPLETEY ON iHE ENVELOPL 



□ 

O 



© NONE OF THE ABOVE MATCH WHAT I SEL 



FIG. 11J 

PRINTER #8 TROUBLESHOOT OPTIONS 



REGISTRATION mZARO 




1.START 

2. RCGSIER WITH 
STAUPSuCOM 

i APaY FOR A 
POSTAL METER 

4. TEST PRiNlER 

5. RNISH 



' UNITED STATES 
' POSTAL SERVICE 



METER 
LICENSE 



YOUR PRINTER MAY HAVE A PROBLEM PRINTING POSTAGE ON 
ENVaOPES. TRY ONE OF THESE SOLUTIONS: . 

® TRY PRMTIN6 ANOTHER SAMPLE 

© TRY PRINTING ANOTHER SAMPLE WITH A DIFFERENT PRINTER 

© NEITHER OF THESE SOLUTIONS WORK 



^ <BACK I II NEXT> I I CANCEL II 
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fig.uk 

PRINTER jif9 SORRY. NO ENV.PRINTING 



REGISTRATION WIZARD 



stamps 



'.com 



1.START 

1 REGISTER WITH 
STAMPS.COM 

3. APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL METER 

ITESTPIWIER 

Sl RNISH 




UNITEDSTATES 
POSTAL SERVICE 



METER 
UCBiSE 
APPUCAJKM 



SORRY. YOUR PRINTER DOES NOT MEET UNITED STATES POSTAL 
SERVICE REQUIREMENTS. 

INSERT CURRENT TEXT FROM PRINT TEST. 



i <BACK II y NEXT> i| 



CANCEL 



FIG. 1 1L 

RNISH #1 CONGRATS 



REGISTRATION WIZARD 



stamps! 



ISTART 

1 REGISTER WITH 
STAMPSLCOM 

3. APPLY FOR A 
POSTAL METER 

1 4. TEST PRINTER 



UNITEDSTATES 
^ POSTAL SER\nCE 



METER 
APPLICATION 



CONGRATULATIONS! YOU HAVE COMPLETED ALL OF THE STEPS 
REOUIRED TO BEGIN PRINTING POSTAGL SELECT "FINISH" TO ENTER 
THE SOFTWARE AND BEQN PRINTING POSTAGE DIRECTLY FROM YOUR PC 



S. FINISH 
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FIG.12B 

STAMPS.COM LOIN | 

ENTER YOUR USER NAME AND PASSWORD TO 
CONNECT' TO THE STAMPS.COM SERVER. 

USER NAME: i -. j 

PASSWORD; i "1 rTFORGSfT I 

a OK y 1 CANCEL 8 WORK OFF-UNa 



FIG. 12C 

RE-REG. #1 ACCOUNT IN USE 



THIS ACCOUNT IS CURRENTLY IN USE ON 
ANOTHER COMPUTER. 



I OK I 






FIG.12D 

RE-REG. #2 WANT TO RE-REG.? 



REREGISTER 



THIS ACCOUNT IS CURRENTLY REGISTERED ON ANOTHER 
COMPUTER. STAMPS.COM ACCOUNTS CAN ONLY BE 
RUN OFF OF ONE COMPUTER AT A TIME. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO REREGISTER THIS ACCOUNT ONTO 
THIS COMPUTER? 



I YES 



NO 
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FIG.13F 



ENVELOPE OPTIONS . ~~| 


ENVELOPE SIZE 


llENVaOPE #10 [4 1/8x9 1/2 INCH] Bl 




OOMIT m [FAONG IDENTIFICATION MARK] 


r INDiaUM CORRECTION '■ , 


□POSTAGE correction! 0.00 lei 




SPECIFY BTMAP TO PERSQNAUZE YOUR DfVaOPE 


□DATE CORRECTION • H 05/D1/1999 leil 




□ OMIT 
1 BROWSE 1 


r RETURN ADDRESS 1 








ll FONT l| FROU LEn ||AUT0 l$l 


- rKtvitw : — ; — 1 


FROM TOP KAUTO t^i 


^^^^^•^ III 2?f°i 

SANTA UOMDW CA.9040»-ai»5 III mm^'SL 








r DELIVERY ADDRESS 

\ FONT l| FROM im |aUT0 }^ 

FROM TOP gAUTOlel 


u.Liu.ji.MiiUui<.iOiiUiun...«iu 

STAMPS.COM 

3900 ^XSt, Si* STE.1S0 

SAIflA MONICA. CAM40»<-3aS5 


i OK i II CANCEL II t HELP ll 



FIG.13G 



ENVELOPE PRINTING OPTIONS ~ 



□DO NOT PRINT A FACING SENlinCATION MARK 1 1 1 1 


- RETURN ADDRESS 1 

I FONT 1 LEFT MARGIN f W{ 


□POSTDATE THE MAUPCCE TO 1105/04/99 l^tl 




TOP M ARGUi 1 ie« 


r INDICIUM CORRECTION 


r DELIVERY ADDRESS 1 


□PRINT A POSTAGE CORRECTIONI! I 


|l FONT l| LEFT MARGIN 1 m 


□PRINT A DATE CORRECTION 1105/04/99 te>l 


TOP MARGIN 1 [m 


r RETURN ADDRESS GRAPHIC 


r INDICIUM GRAPHIC i 


□iNaUOE GRAPHIC 1 BROWSE II 




□iNaUDE GRAPHIC ll BROWSE ll 






II OK n 8 CANCEL B y HELP 11 
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FIG. 131 

y LABEL PRINTING OPTIONS ■ B 

□DO NOT PRINT A FACING IDENTFICAHON MARK 1 1 1 1 

□postdate the mahpiece to io^yo4/59ftai 

r indicium correction - , 

Oprint a postage correction |^~1^ 

□print a date correction ll05A)4/99lell 

« FONT I 

. II OK eil CANCEL lir°Hgg°1 
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FIG.13M 



ENVELOPE PRINTING OPTIONS 



□DO NOT PRINT A FAONG IDENIinCAllOll MARkI I 1 1 
DPOSTDATE THE MAIL PIECE TO I 



rINDiaUM CORRECTION 



SPRINT A POSTAGE CORRECTION ^^Sl 
OPRINT A DATE CORRECTION ftosMMlell 



r RETURN ADDRESS GRAPHIC- 



r RETURN ADD RESS 

II FONT II lER MARGIN [ 

TOP MARGIN 



DE LIVERY AD DRESS 

FONT y LEFT MARGIN [ 



TOP MARGIN 



r INDiaUM GRA PHIC 
□INCLUDE GRAPHIC i BROWSE I 



I HELP II 



m 



FIG. 13N 



LABa PRINTING OPTIONS 



□DO NOT PRNT A FAONG IDENIFICAIION UARK 1 1 1 1 
□POSTDATE THE HAD. PIECE TO 
rlNDiaUM CORRECTION 



□PRINT A POSTAGE CORRECBON r'^gil 
□PRINT A DATE CORRECTION ll05/04/99lOll 



r INDICIUM GRAPHIC 1 


□iNaUOE GRAPHIC II BROWSE II 










HELP II 
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FIQ.15C 



ENVELOPE PRINTING OPTIONS 



] 



NdT PRINT AFAQNG IDENTIFICATION HARK 11 II 
BPOSTOATE THE MAHPECE TO |l05/04/99teil 



r INDiaUM CORRECTION — 

□PRINT A POSTAGE CORRECTION 

□PRINT A DATE CORRECTION 



r RETURN ADDRESS GRAPHIC - 



QIMCUJDE GRAPHIC I BROWSE \ 



r RETURN ADDRESS 



L£n MARGIN r toll 
TOP MARQN 



DEUVERY AD DRESS 

II FONT l| LEn MARGIN 



TOP MARGIN 



r INDiaUM GRAPHIC 



OINCLUDE GRAPHIC B BROWSE I 



II OK y I CANCEL I ll HELP ll 



FIG.16A 



ADDRESS BOOK 



SELECT AN ADDRESS BOOK: 



SELECT A DATABASE OR FILE: [ 



i BROWSE II 



SEARCH FOR: 



] 



LAST NAME j RRST NAME | COMPANY 



SAMPLE GROUP 
STIER 

VON KAENEL 



MARK 
TIM 



STAMPS.COM 
STAMPS.COM 



ft OK « 



IINEW CONTACTI 



II PROPERTIES 



H IMPORT ll 
11 EXPORT I 
II HELP I 
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FIG,16B 



CHANGE PAYMENT METHOD 1 




N. REMINDER: 

) WHENEVER YOU SELECT MORE THAN 1 REORIENT AT A TIME 
y EACH OF THE ATTRIBUTES THAT YOU DERNE IN THE PRINT 
^ POSTAGE DIALOG BOX WILL APPLY TO ALL OF THE RECIPIENTS. 

IF YOU WANT TO ASSIGN DIFFERENT MAIUNG ATTRIBUTES TO 
DIFFERENT REQPIENTS YOU' MUST SELECT THOSE REOPIENTS 
ONE AT A TIME PRINT POSTAGE FOR THE REORIENT AND 
THEN REPEAT THE PROCESS. 

ODD NOT SHOW THIS MESSAGE AGAIN 
H OK ^ 




FIG.17A 


1 MESSAGE 




t 


GRAPHIC 














|mORE INFO...l|y OK 1 




FIG.17B 


MESSAGE 




1 


MARKETING 
GRAPHIC 


MARKETING MESSAGES WILL BE CREATED AT THE 
SERVER AND CAN BE ANY MESSAGE CONSISTING 
OF 255 CHARACTERS OR LESS. 
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FIG.17C 



MESSAGE 


CS 
GRAPHIC 


CUSTOMER SERVICE MESSAGES WILL BE CREATED AT 
THE SERVER AND CAN BE ANY MESSAGE CONSISTING 
OF 255 CHARACTERS OR LESS. 












(more INF0...|| Ii OK B 




FIG.17D 


MESSAGE J 


MASTEf? 

CARD 
GRAPHIC 


THESE MESSAGES WILL PROMOTE CREDIT CARD 
OFFERS FROM STAMPS.COM AND ITS PARTNERS 












(APPLY NOWlji OK 




FIG. 1 7E 


1 MESSAGE 


PAYMENT 
GRAPHIC 


DYNAMIC TEXT INDICATING THE DETAILS OF A 
PAYMENT PROBLEM. 

SELECT "OK" TO RESUBMIT YOUR PAYMENT. 






Il OK ■ 
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FIG. 1 7F 



IMESSAGE 


EMAIL 
GRAPHIC 


OUR RECORDS INDICATE THAT THE EMAIL 
ADDRESS THAT WE HAVE ON FILE IS NO LONGER 
VALID. PLEASE ENTER YOUR CURRENT EMAIL 
ADDRESS AND SELECT "OK" 






EN1ER EMAIL 1 1 

! OK \ 



FIG. 1 7G 



MESSAGE 1. 


PLAN 
GRAPHIC 


DYNAMIC TEXT INDICATING THE DETAILS OF A 
CHANGE IN PLANS THAT ARE AVAILABLE. 

SELECT "OK" TO VIEW THE NEW PLAN. OR CAN.CEL 
TO CONTINUE. 








\ OK 1 J CANCEL 1 
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FIG. 1 SB 



CHG. OF ADD §\ WELCOME 



CHANGE OF ADDRESS 



THIS WIZARD Wia WALK YOU THROUGH THE PROCESS 
OF UPDATING THE PHYSICAL AND/OR MAIUNG ADDRESS 
TO WATCH YOUR EMETER IS ASSIGNED. 

SELECT NEXT TO CONTINUE. 



II <BACK if ^^kY> II 



wo 02/07104 



56/74 



PCT/USOl/22191 



FIG.19C 

CHG. OF ADD. ^2 ENTER ADDRESS 



CHANGE OF ADDRESS 




PLEASE ENTER ANY CHANGES TO OTHER YOUR PHYSICAL OR UAIUNG ADDRESS. 
PHYSICAL ADDRESS (WHERE THIS COMPUTER IS LOCATED) 



ADDRESS: 1 259 GRANADA AVENUr 



1 



aTY: I LONG BEACH 



3 



STATE: ^ 



flZIP:^^ 



3 



MAIUNG ADDRESS: (WHERE YOU RECEIVE MAIL) 
O USE PHYSICAL ADDRESS 



ADDRESS:! 

OTY: 

STATE: 



I <BACK I I NEXT> I I CANCEL j 



FIG.19D 

CHG. OF ADD. #3 SUBMIT 



CHANGE OF ADDRESS 



BEFORE SUBMITTING THE UPDATED INFORMATION TO THE USPS. PLEASE 
REVIEW THE ANSWERS YOU PROVIDED AND .VERIFY THEIR ACCURACY: 




APPUCANTS NAME: MARK A. STIER 

PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 

28341 LA BAJADA 

LACUNA NIGUEL. CA. 92677-7057 

MAIUNG ADDRESS: 

28341 U BAJADA 

LAGUNA NIGUEL, CA. 92677-7057 



□ I VERIFY THAT THE INFORMATION SHOWN IS TRUTHFUL AND ACCURATL 



P <BACK i 



\ CANCEL I 
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FIG. 1 9E 

CHG. OF. ADD. §4 INFO UPDATED 



CHANGE OF ADDRESS 




1HANK-Y0U FOR UPDATING YOUR ADDRESS INFORUAHON. 

THE UPDATED INFORUATION HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULLY PROCESSED AND 
IS BEING PASSED ALONG TO THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE IN 
ORDER TO UPDATE YOUR EMETER UCENSL 



P FINISH i 



FIG.19F 

CHG. OF ADD. §5 WITHDRAW METER 



CHANGE OF ADDRESS 



YOUR NEW PHYSICAL ADDRESS LOCATION IS OUTSIDE OF THE 
JURISDICTION OF THE POST OFFICE THAT ORIQNALLY ISSUED A METER 
LICENSE TO YOU (YOUR IPO) 

AS A RESULT. YOUR EMETER IS NOW INVALID FOR YOUR USE. YOU WILL 
NEED TO WITHDRAW YOUR CURRENT METER AND 9GN UP FOR A NEW 
METER LICENSE IN YOUR NEW LOCATION. THE FUNDS IN YOUR CURRENT 
METER mi BE REFUNDED BY THE USPS. AND YOU WILL NEED TO ADD 
NEW FUNDS 10 YOUR NEW METER. 

THE REMAINDER OF THIS WIZARD WUL HELP YOU THROUGH THIS PROCESS. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO EXPORT YOUR ADDRESS BOOK AND POSTAGE 
HISTORY LOGS. SELECTED THE "EXPORT FILES" BUTTON. 



SELECT NEXT WHEN YOU ARE READY TO WTHORAW YOUR CURRENT 
EMETER. 



y <BACK a g NEXT> 0 
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FIG.19G 



CHANGE OF ADDRESS 




ARE YOU SURE YOU WANT TO WITHDRAW 
YOUR METER UCENSE? 



« YES II \ NO H 



FIQ.19H 

CHG. OF ADD. #6 USER NAME 



CHANGE OF ADDRESS 




YOUR EMETER UCENSE HAS BEEN WITHDRAWN. 



BEFORE REGISTERING FOR A NEW METER UCENSE YOU ML NEED TO 
PROVIDE A NEW USER NAME AND PASSWORD TD ACCESS. 
STAMPS.COM 



USER NAME: 



r 



PLEASE SELECT A PASSWORD. YOUR PASSWORD MUST BE AT LEAST 6 
CHARACTERS IN LENGTH, AND CONTAIN AT LEAST ONE LETTER 
AND ONE NUMBER. 



PASSWORD: 



RETYPE PASSWORD: [ 



» NEXT> II 
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FIG.19I 

CHG. OF ADD. §7 LAUNCH REG. WIZARD 

jCHANGE OF ADDRESS 

1^^ I YOUR USER NAME AND PASSWORD HAVE BEEN CONRRMED BY 
STAMPS.COM. - 

SELECT NEXT TO REGISTER FOR A NEW EUETER UCENSE. 



<BACK I y NEXT> II II CANCEL g 



FIG.20A 



CHANGE PAYMENT METHOD 



J 



PLEASE SELECT A MEANS OF PAYMENT TO BE USED FOR BOTH THE 
PURCHASE OF POSTAGE AND FOR THE PAYMENT OF CONVENIENCE FEES. 



PAYMENT TYPE: ^ 



i' OK II 
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FIG. 2 OB 

CHANGE PAYMENT METHOD 

PLEASE SELECT A MEANS OF PAYMENT TO ElE USED FOR BOTH THE 
PURCHASE OF PCSTAGE AND FOR THE PAYMENT OF CONVENIENCE FEES. 

PAYMENTIYPE: i 
CARDHOLDER NAME: a 
CARDf H 
EXP. DATE: i 1 

-PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR BILUNG ADDRESS FOR THIS ACCOUNT. 

ADDRESS: 
QTY: 
STATE: 

B OK B II CANCEL B 



FIG.20C 

CHANGE PAYMENT METHOD 



PLEASE SELECT A MEANS OF PAYMENT TO BE USED FOR BOTH THE 
PURCHASE OF POSTAGE AND FOR THE PAYMENT OF CONVENIENCE FEES. 

PAYMENT TYPE: II Bll 

NAME ON ACCT.:[ 
ABA ROUTINGf. [ 
ACCOUNT!: [ 
BANK NAME: [ 

ACCOUNT TYPE: © CHECKING 
© SAVINGS 

B 6k l| |l CANCEL g 




O USE MAUNG ADDRESS 
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FIG.21A 



CHANGE SERVICE PLAN 



YOU ARC CURRENILY SGNED UP FOR 1HE FOIOMNG PLAN <OYNAMICAU.Y 
INSERT CURRENT PLAN NAME> 

SEUECT A SERVICE PLAN I 



SERVICE PLAN OESCRIPllONS: 



f 



H OK J 



FIG.21B 



CHANGE SERVICE PLAN 



PLEASE READ THE SERVICE PLAN CONTRACT WJM AND INDiCAlE 
WHETHER OR NOT YOU ACCEPT ITS TERMS 




© I ACCEPT © I DO NOT ACCEPT 
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FIG.21C 

[CHANGE SERVICE PLAN . 

YOUR NEW SERVICE PLAN WILL TAKE EFFECT 
ONCE YOUR NEXT BILLING CYCLE IS SCHEDULED 
TO BEGIN. YOU WILL CONTINUE TO BE BILLED AT 
YOUR PREVIOUS RATE THROUGH THE END OF 
THIS BILUNG CYCLE. 

■ 1 QK II 



FIG.21D 

CHANGE SERVICE PLAN . 

YOU CANNOT CHANGE SERVICE PLANS UNLESS 
YOU AGREE TO THE TERMS OF THE NEW 
SERVICE PLAN CONTRACT. WOULD YOU UKE TO 
GO BACK AND REVIEW THE CONTRACT AGAIN. 
OR CANCEL THE CHANGE OF SERVICE PLANS? 



J GO BACKl( H CANCEL B 



FIQ.21E 

CHANGE EMAIL INFORMATION 



PLEASE ENTER YOUR NEW EMAIL ACCOUNT NAME. 



I OK II I CANCEL ■ 



FIG.22A 

STAMPS.COM INTERNET POSTAGE ° ^ 




THE INFORMATION YOU ENTERED WAS INCORRECT. 
PLEASE TRY AGAIN. 





wo 02/07104 PCT/USOl/22191 

63/74 



FIG.22B 



CONRRMATION 



YOUR ENTRY HAS BEEN CONFIRMED. A 
TEMPORARY PASSWORD HAS BEEN SENT TO 
<BLAHBLAH®BLAH.COM> YOU MUST EXIT AND 
LOG BACK IN TO USE THIS NEW PASSWOD. 

• II OK II 



FIG.23 



WIHDRAW METER 

F YOU INTEND TO STOP PRINTING POSTAGE FROM STAMPS.COM INTERNET 
POSTAGE AND WISH TO aOSE YOUR ACCOUNT. YOU MUST GIVE UP ACCESS TO 
YOUR POSTAGE METER ("WITHDRAW YOUR METER") 

I WOULD LIKE TO WITHDRAW MY METER BECAUSE: 
i <TYPE IN OR SELECT 0NE>5]II 

WHAT PRODUCT/SroVICE WL YOU NOW USE FOR YOUR POSTAGE NEEDS? 
i .^TVPF I N OR SEI FCT nNE>II]ll 

ANY REMAINING BALANCE OF POSTAGE THAT YOU HAVE PURCHASED Wlli BE 
REFUNDED TO YOU BY THE USPS VIA MAI TO IHE ADDRESS THAT YOU 
INDICATE BELOW. 



ADDRESS: 


llPRE FILLED 


1 


QT(: 


llPREFIliED 


1 


STATE: 


llPREFIllED m| TIP: jlPRE RUED 


- ( 




ll OK f H CANCEL ( 
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FIG. 25 A 



SETUP DIQTAL SCALE 



DIGITAL SCALES. PROVIDE AN INTERFACE TO YOUR COMPUTER WAT AaOWS 
STAMPS.COM TO RETRIEVE THE WOGHT OF MAIL ITEMS AND AUTOMATICALLY 
INSERT THE VALUE INTO THE PRINT POSTAGE DIALOG BOX 

SELECT A SCALE: 

SELECT THE COM PORT THAT THE DIOTAL SCALE IS CONNECTED TO: 

■I a . . . - 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON DIGITAL SCALES. SELECT THE ||.,^Dr m.r» il 
. WEB UNK BUnON TO UUNCH THE STAMPS.COM WEBSITL H^ORE INF0.|| 



Il OK 8 B TEST H If CANCEL 



FIG, 25 B 



DIGITAL SCALE TEST 




YOUR DIGITAL SCALE' HAS BEEN 
SUCCESSFULLY SET UP AND TESTED. 



> OK a 



FIG. 25 C 



DIGITAL SCALE TEST 




VVE HAVE FAILED TO COMMUNICATE WITH YOUR 
DIGITAL SCALE WITH THE SETTINGS THAT YOU HAVE 
PROVIDED. CONFIRM THAT THE SCALE IS 
ATTACHED. TURNED ON. AND THAT YOUR 
SELECTIONS ARE CORRECT. IF THE PROBLEM 
PERSISTS. CONTACT THE SCALE MANUFACTURER. 



I OK I 
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User works otfine 



UsercGdcson 
VVtn32LenMenu 
temoriogsin 



Z6oZ 



Access 
Function 



an offUne tuncUon 



Dial 
and tog-In 




Goto 
Online Mode 



Display 




Weiennaric 




(Pogenot 




accesibte offlinD) 





Display HTML 
Wete6nte(IO0 
embedded pege) 



FIG. 26 
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I^splayHm. 
Welcome Page 



User clicks on 
VVbt32 Left Menu 
Rem 



Yes 



Display wihin the 
Stamps jcom client 



User connects to 
system 




Display Kmap 
Welcome Page. 



UsercQckson 
Wtn32 Lett Menu 
Item 




Yes 




Open the 
detauS browser 
(never target back 
toVW>32cfert) 



Display Win32 
Functkx) 



Display 
runciion 



Openihe 
defaiA browser 
(never target back 
to Win32 c6ert) 

FIG. 27 
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V Slamps.com Inlemel Postag e 




© Shipping Tools 




What's Shipping Tools About? 



Stampacom brings you 
StdpiAio Tools, a suite 
of powerAil, web-based 
shipping utilises to help 
you compare prices^ 
choose Oie best carriei; 
and track pacl(a9e& 

Soon you wfll be able to 
ship padoges through 
. a choice of carriers. 
Stay tuned to ShlpidRO 
Tools tbr the latest 
features. For now, tiy 
Price It and Track It for 
up-to-date information 
about shipping rates and 
package locatwns. 



cL$^f4 Have questions or 
»Ora« comments about the new 



Shipping Tools? 



Shipping Tools ( Price It | Track It | Help 



Start using Shipping Tools Now! 



Want to know exactly how much H Is going 
to cost to ship your package? 

Use Price It to compare detailed prices 
between different shipping opttons; 
carriers and senrlcea 

Use QidckMce to the right fbr a quick 
dipping esOmale. 




DtsUrMlion ZIP 



I Letter 

Paokaoe 



&stamDs.com. 



"^Ck ' ^^''"^ package is? 



Enter a tracking number or a Stampsxom 



Qukkback^^ 



delJyeiy conflmfiation number in QilIckTracfc 

for quick tocaHoninfomratloa Tne«nQ««*>« 

Use Track K fbrnulfiple tracking numbers 
and advanced tracking opOonsL 



ConAigSoonl 

I Pre-processyour package 
wfih S!4p It. then simp^ drop 
ttoirataMaHboxesEIc 
We track the package Ibryou 
aulomalicaily. 





FIG. 28 
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*i- Stamps-com Internet Postage 
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Or-:.. "V. xoni" 




♦ < ..... 



Stampcconc Businen Tools 



{ Business Toois 



Overview 
Insurance 



Onlirte Supply Ordering 



Package Pickup 
Onfine Print and Mafl 



Sewice 



Online Lead 



Generation 



STORE SPECIAL 




Get a 10!b Postage 

scale for only S49.95 



Business Tools 

Stamps.com is committed to making 
things Simply Easier. That is why we 
have partnered with key companies 
to provide services that can help you 
simprify your mailing, shipping, and 
marketing processes. Now you can 
insure a package, get USPS 
supplies, schedule a package 
pickup, get leads for your business, 
or print and fulfill a direct n»3 
can^Niqn, all without leaving your 
honm or office! h's the best thing since postage trom your printer! 



Insurance 

^id going to the post office to insure your 
packages. Insure them all Onfine with U-PIC.conrL 





CUSTOMER PERKS 



Deluxe BiiMnciv 



Online Supply Ordering 
Running out of USPS supplies? Ho need to wony , 
order them Online and have them sent directly to 
your home or office free of charge. 



11 




Package Pickup 

Don! wony about taking your large and heavy 
packages to the post office, the USPS wffl be happy 
tocontetqyou. 




I 



FIG. 29 
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n 



^ Stamps>com Inletncl Pcretaoe 



llrtoffiiaf Postage 

R> Inc^jde Return Address 



tOvB, Jen & Carson Hasbfouck 
23&0 E Wood^ Rd 
Pesadena. CA 91104-3444 





I2eiveiyAddress(es^ 



1 23 Addxess Override St 
Los Angeles, CA 90Q1S( 



Letters 



Jl 



|0 Lebe!'RittenhouseA101SDC-f3Pa)^ |§1 



<5> FirO-Ctes* Mafl 



OPrior^yMaS 
O E»p>e t» 
<S Pared Post 



$aso| 

nZ45 



<None> 



Total Estimated Postage Cost 
Cost of maOng: 1 recpenls ® $a34 - $034 




BIG. 31A 




FIG. 31B 
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BIG. 31D 
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FIG. 31F 
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